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5 CREATIVE WAYS YOUR CHILDREN'S MINISTRY CAN USE

POOL NOODLES
We probably all have a storage closet or two packed to overflowing with miscellaneous ministry supplies. Some of 

those supplies simply take up space until they're used once or twice a year. But the best kinds of ministry supplies 

are the ones that can be used over and over again in new ways. Like pool noodles! Here are five ways to use them . . . 

1
SO MANY  

GAMES

Noodles are a handy game ingredient!

• BALLOON BOP: Give kids pool 

noodles, toss a balloon in the air, 

and let them use the pool noodles 

to keep the balloon from touching 

the ground. 

• POOL NOODLE HOCKEY: Use 

balloons as hockey sticks and a 

balloon as a hockey puck. 

• POOL NOODLE JOUSTING: Give 

two kids pool noodles and put a hat 

on each of their heads. They'll need 

to use the noodles to knocks the 

hats off of their opponents' heads.

• POOL NOODLE CHOPSTICKS: 

Give kids two pool noodles and 

challenge them pick up balloons, 

balls, or other random objects and 

place them in baskets. 

• STAND-UP CHALLENGE: Have 

kids stand in a circle with each one 

holding a pool noodle so it stands 

up. When the leader says go, they will 

all run clockwise to catch the pool 

noodle to their left before it falls. 

2
OBSTACLE 

COURSES

Tape the ends of your pool noodles 

together to make an obstacle 

course for kids to run through. You 

could also use them to make hoops, 

archways, tunnels, or barriers, tape 

them to the floor as boundary lines, 

use them as limbo bars, or fill an 
inflatable pool with pieces of sliced-

up pool noodles for them to jump 

into. 

3
MEMORY 

VERSES

Yes, you really can use pool noodles 

for something other than fun and 

games! Use a serrated knife to cut 

your pool noodles into one-inch 

sections. On the outside of each 

section, write one word from your 

memory verse. Then give kids a set 

of sections and a long piece of yarn, 

and challenge them to string the 

words of the memory verse onto 

the yarn in the correct order.

4
SENSORY 

ACTIVITIES

Use a serrated knife to cut your pool 

noodles into one-inch sections. 

Then put them into a bin for kids to 

squish and play with. You might also 

include some yard, straws, or pipe 

cleaners so they can stack them, 

thread them, or build something 

out of them.

5
STAGE OR 

ROOM DECOR

For some new and affordable 

stage decor, thread a string of LED 

rope lights inside a pool noodle 

and attach it to the wall or to your 

stage. You can even build simple 

structures out of them (like large 

letters or decorative stage sets) by 

inserting pieces of PVC pipe through 

their centers and attaching them to 

each other.

Looking for more free resources to help make your children's ministry more awesome? Here you go!

http://growcurriculum.org/freetools

