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HOW TO DEVELOP YOUR OWN YOUTH MINISTRY

SCOPE & SEQUENCE
A scope is what you’ll teach. A sequence is when you’ll teach it. Having a clear scope and sequence matters because, 

let’s face it, when it comes to our teaching content, “just wing it” probably isn’t the best advice. So if you want to 

create a better, more strategic plan for your upcoming teaching content, here are four steps to help you do that . . . 

1
SCHEDULE A MEETING 

WITH YOUR TEAM 
This is not an exercise to do on your own! Get other voices 

and brains around a table so your collective wisdom can 

make your teaching calendar the best it can possibly be. 

Your scope and sequence will determine everything 

you talk about and teach in a year (or more), so you 

need the right people involved in this conversation. 

Come to your team’s planning meeting with ideas you 

want to include, then ask the team to help you expand on 

those ideas and sequence them.

2
DECIDE HOW YOU PLAN 

TO TEACH
Do you want to preach in series, stand-alone messages, 

or both? If you’re teaching in a series, how long will each 

series be? We prefer four-week series, but you may want 

to plan for shorter or longer series based on the scope of 

each topic. How will you approach the content of each 

series? Will you teach topical series, book studies through 

books of Scripture, character studies, or a study through 

another faith-based book? Different approaches will reach 

different students, so we recommend a little bit everything 

in order to engage the most students effectively. And keep 

in mind some approaches can do two jobs at once, like a 

book study through Daniel on the topic of boldness.

3
BRAINSTORM IN AT 

LEAST FOUR LAYERS
Use a creative board with color-coded index cards or a 

blank wall with color-coded Post-It notes to brainstorm 

your scope and sequence in four layers.  

• CALENDAR: Make note of any time-sensitive events 

or themes that could impact what you teach, like 

Christmas, prom, holidays, or church-wide events. 

• GOALS: What are your big picture goals for helping 

students grow spiritually? We have four (spend time with 

God, spend time with others, use your gifts, share your story) 

and designate one goal to focus on per quarter of the year. 

• TOPICS: Together, brainstorm as many ideas for 

potential topics as possible, then group similar topics 

into groups until you can’t divide the groups any further.

• SCRIPTURE: Make a list of important passages, verses, 

and characters you want to hit. Because there’s so much 

that could be included, be mindful of what’s age appropriate 

and most relevant to what teenagers are going through.

4
FINALIZE YOUR SCOPE 

AND SEQUENCE
To finish, write every month of the year on the board and 
add all of your important dates and holidays beneath 

them. Next, fill in your goals. Finally, assign your topics 
and Scripture to each month. It’s kind of like a puzzle.

Want to take a look at our recommended scope and sequence? Check it out at Grow Curriculum!

http://growcurriculum.org

