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BIG IDEA
Everyone has special gifts.

THE BIBLE
Spiritual Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1-11; 

(Luke 11: 9-13)

LARGE GROUP TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Christmas Share

	� ACTIVITY | Hot Potato Gift Edition

	� POLL | Would You Rather Give a Gift or Get 

One?

	� THE BIG IDEA | Everyone has special gifts.

	� VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 1

	� SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

	� VIDEO | The Holy Spirit

	� QUESTION | That’s a No

	� SCRIPTURE | Luke 11:9-13

	� ACTIVITY | Surf or Turf Snack Time

	� REFLECTION | What Gifts Has God Given 

You?

	� PRAYER

	� MEMORY VERSE | Movie Voiceover

SMALL GROUP TIME

	� DISCUSSION

  What is a spiritual gift?

  To whom does God give gifts?

  Can we ask God for specific gifts?
  Read I Corinthians 12:11. How does God 

choose who gets what gift?

  Why do you think we need spiritual gifts?

  What spiritual gift(s) do you think you would 

like to have? Why?

  Why would God say no to something you 

ask for?

	� ACTIVITY | Box of Gifts

	� MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

WEEK 1 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 

to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 

more engaged.

BY ASHLEY SIDER

ACTIVITY | Christmas Share

Consider asking them about the favorite gift that they made/gave to someone else.

POLL | Would You Rather Give a Gift or Get One?

You can choose to add to this activity by asking a series of “Would You Rather” questions, such as, 

“Would you rather get an avocado or an eggplant?” “Snake or spider?” “New game or new clothes?” 
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 

Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon, Lauren Wierzba.

TEACHING VIDEOS: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn Lindsey, Linda 

Moon, Jared Callahan.

PRETEEN HACKS: Ashley Sider.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Sue Spiesz.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 

Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 

Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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SIDER
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Before her current role, she worked in Youth Ministry 

for several years, first as a volunteer, then assistant, 
and then director. She's also done some guest 

teaching in other churches and loves it!

When she was in middle/high school, her faith was 

deeply impacted by a short-term missions trip, which 

led her to go to college to learn more about cross-

cultural ministry and the importance of learning 

about global differences. One of her favorite things 

to do is to create trainings for other groups going on 

missions trips to help prepare them for their journey. 

She is an energetic, hardworking, easily excitable 

gal who was made to help inspire others. (Read: 

INTJ, Enneagram 3, and StrengthFinders Future/ 

Strategic/Learner through and through.) Though she 

spends most of her free time reading, writing, and 

taking photos, she loves an unscheduled weekend at 

home, spending time outside and hanging with her 

husband and daughter in Pennsylvania.

If you'd like to chat further about the enneagram, 

using social media for your ministry, or picking a 

paint color for your front door, reach out! She would 

love to connect with you!
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                
    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 

needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 

your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY SUE SPIESZ

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

Write the spiritual gifts large enough to be seen and read while displayed in front of the room. Plan 

on keeping this up on the wall for the entire month, so that the students can refer to the words and 

visuals each time spiritual gifts are mentioned.

VIDEO | The Holy Spirit

If you feel that the suggested video is difficult to understand, this video may be a good substitution 

for our kids with special needs.

PRAYER

A child with special needs may have trouble understanding the concept of prayer because they 

cannot see God. Echo Prayer is a good strategy to encourage and teach kids how to talk to God. The 

teacher speaks aloud a short segment of the prayer, and the students echo back the same sentence 

or phrase.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSVxwKzVI_4


UNBOXED | HACKS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 

Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon, Lauren Wierzba.

TEACHING VIDEOS: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn Lindsey, Linda 

Moon, Jared Callahan.

PRETEEN HACKS: Ashley Sider.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Sue Spiesz.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 

Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 

Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

SUE 
SPIESZ

 

 

   facebook.com/SueBergstromSpiesz

   instagram.com/SueSpiesz

I began a special needs ministry at my own church 

16 years ago, providing a safe, loving, and nurturing 
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needs. I absolutely love writing special needs hacks 

for the GROW curriculum, as this has been my 

passion for decades!
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home and hospital instruction to children who have 

special needs, and/or health related issues. I also 

teach in the Exceptional Education Department at 

a local state college, graduate and undergraduate 

courses.

I have been so blessed with 4 amazing children, 

ages 12-27. My kids all love the Lord and serve Him 

in many capacities. My children have been involved 

with special needs since the time of their birth, from 

serving in the ministry, or being a special “buddy” on 

outings, to hosting numerous special needs picnics 

at their home. 

When I am not busy in ministry, at work, or raising 

children, I enjoy spending my time OUTDOORS! 
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BIG IDEA
Everyone has special gifts.

THE BIBLE
Spiritual Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1-11; 

(Luke 11: 9-13)

WEEK 1 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Christmas Share

  INSTRUCTIONS: Talk with your group about what they did during the holiday break. Pass around 

a wrapped present, and the kid who has the present is the one who gets to share. Pass the gift 

around to each kid until everyone has had a turn. Ask questions such as, “What was your favorite 

part of the break?” and “What is something awesome that during the holiday break?”

 # PRETEEN HACK: Consider asking them about the favorite gift that they made/gave to 

someone else. 
  Today, we start a new series about gifts! By the way, can someone tell me what a gift is? Yeah! 

A gift is something you give to someone or get from someone.

  Over the next few weeks, we’ll discover some gifts we get from God and other gifts we give to others!

ACTIVITY | Hot Potato Gift Edition

  INSTRUCTIONS: Like the game, Hot Potato, we are going to pass around a gift-wrapped box to 

show that sometimes we get a gift and sometimes we give a gift away. Make sure the kids pass 

the gift nicely. Play music as the kids pass the box and stop it occasionally. Whoever is holding the 

box when the music stops is out of the game. Repeat until there is a winner. To take this activity 

to the next level, consider putting little treats or toys in the box. The winner gets to pass it out to 

everyone! Or, each time the music stops, whoever is holding the box gets a gift before they are 

out of the game.
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Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2020 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

  There are two ways we use gifts. We can either give them to someone or we can receive a gift 

from someone.

  Have you ever given someone a gift?

POLL | Would You Rather Give a Gift or Get One?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids whether or not they would rather give a gift or get one. If they would 

rather give a gift, tell them to put two hands in the air. If the would rather get a gift, tell them to put 

their hands on their head.

 # PRETEEN HACK: You can choose to add to this activity by asking a series of “Would 
You Rather” questions, such as, “Would you rather get an avocado or an eggplant?” 
“Snake or spider?” “New game or new clothes?”

  It’s good to both get gifts and give them away. Over the next few weeks, we’re going to see that 

with God, sometimes we get gifts and sometimes we give gifts to others.

THE BIG IDEA | Everyone has special gifts.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write each week’s Big Idea on pieces of paper and tape them to the lids of five 
nesting boxes (like these). Each week, open one box and share the Big Idea with the group. Start 

with the biggest box and work your way to the smallest each week.

  Today, we’re going to unbox some gifts! Exciting, right? But these gifts are different than the 

gifts you’ve probably gotten before. You can’t buy these gifts at the store. You can’t even choose 

them, but you can ask for them. They’re the best gifts you’ll ever get. They’re gifts from God, and 

everyone has them! God gave us these gifts when God made us.

  This week’s Big idea is: Everyone has special gifts!

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 1

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

  Did you know God made everyone with a special gift? These gifts are special abilities that show 

who God is. What are these gifts? Let’s find out!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read I Corinthians 12:1-11 with or for your kids. Encourage the kids to take turns 

and come up to a gift box, reach inside, take out one of the paper “gifts,” unfold it, and read what 

it says aloud. You only need to write the key word on the paper, as you will explain each of them 
shortly. Then, stick each strip of paper onto the wall, in numerical order, until all the gifts have 

been removed from the box. Here’s the complete list, paraphrased for kids:

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:   Write the spiritual gifts large enough to be seen and read 
while displayed in front of the room. Plan on keeping this up on the wall for the entire 

month, so that the students can refer to the words and visuals each time spiritual gifts 

are mentioned.
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https://amzn.to/2Gi1KjD
http://www.growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3
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  WISDOM: The ability to give good advice to your friends when they need it.

  KNOWLEDGE: The ability to understand hard things.

  FAITH: The ability to trust God completely.

  HEALING: The ability to pray for sick people to get well.

  MIRACLES: The ability to pray for miracles.

  PROPHESY: The ability to tell people about Jesus.

  DISCERNMENT: The ability to differentiate between right and wrong; being able to recognize 

the work of the Holy Spirit.

  TONGUES: The ability to speak different languages.

  INTERPRETATION: The ability to understand and translate these languages.

  You can’t buy these gifts, return them, or even choose which ones you get, but they’re all good. 

Why? Because they’re all from God!

  God gives gifts to all of us. Everyone is made with special gifts!

VIDEO | The Holy Spirit

  Do you know who the Holy Spirit is? Let’s watch this video to find out more.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Watch this animated, four-minute video by The Bible Project, giving an overview 

of who the Holy Spirit is.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: If you feel that the suggested video is difficult to understand, 
this video may be a good substitution for our kids with special needs.

QUESTION | That’s a No

  Have you ever asked your parent, teacher, or another grownup for something only for them to 

say, “No?” What was it? Why do you think they said, “No?”

  Sometimes, we get told no because maybe that thing is not good for us, and the grownups in 

our lives want to keep us safe. And sometimes, it’s because they have something better in mind!

SCRIPTURE | Luke 11:9-13

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read the passage with the kids.

  Jesus wants us to ask for all things, including spiritual gifts.

  Jesus said that if you asked a parent for a fish or an egg, they probably wouldn’t give you a 
snake or a scorpion instead – because that can hurt you!

  Jesus is saying that if you ask God for something that is good for you, God will give it to you. 

But God won’t give you something that could hurt you.

  Jesus also says that the good gift God will give us is the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit is always 

with us to guide us.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

ACTIVITY | Surf or Turf Snack Time

  INSTRUCTIONS: Fill a clear container with gummy worms and set aside Goldfish crackers in 
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https://youtu.be/oNNZO9i1Gjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSVxwKzVI_4
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paper cups. Ask the kids if they had to choose between a surf snack (Goldfish) or a turf snack 
(gummy worms), and that’s the only food they can have for a week, what would they choose?. 

Then give out a few of each to the kids and discuss while they enjoy their snack.

  Remember, God gives good gifts when you ask for them. God won’t give you anything that could 

hurt you. If you eat too many gummy worms, they could give you cavities! If you had to live off 

one of these snacks for a whole week, these Goldfish crackers are way better for you!
  Can you think of any other examples where God might not give you what you ask for because 

it’s not good for you?

  Everyone is made with gifts, and only God knows which gifts are best for you.

REFLECTION | What Gifts Has God Given You?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Refer back to the board with the nine spiritual gifts posted on it, and ask the 

kids to think about which gifts they might have. Tell them to write about a time when they used 

that gift. For example, a time when they helped a friend with homework or prayed for someone 

who was sick.

  Let’s share some of the ways we have used our spiritual gifts for others.

PRAYER

  Dear God, thank You for the gifts You have given to us. Help us to use those gifs well, and please 

give us the gifts we do not have yet so that we can help and serve our friends better. Thank You 

for being the best gift giver. 

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:  A child with special needs may have trouble understanding 
the concept of prayer because they cannot see God. Echo Prayer is a good strategy 

to encourage and teach kids how to talk to God. The teacher speaks aloud a short 

segment of the prayer, and the students echo back the same sentence or phrase. 

MEMORY VERSE | Movie Voiceover

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read the verse while stressing key words, almost overacting, like you’re doing 

an old-timey radio drama. Make the reading catchy like the movie dialogue and one-liners kids 

seem to remember so easily. Have the kids try to mimic your voice acting for added fun!

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  What is a spiritual gift?

  To whom does God give gifts?

  Can we ask God for specific gifts?
  Read I Corinthians 12:11. How does God choose who gets what gift?

  Why do you think we need spiritual gifts?

  What spiritual gift(s) do you think you would like to have? Why?

  Why would God say no to something you ask for?
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ACTIVITY | Box of Gifts

  INSTRUCTIONS: Distribute this week’s printable to each kid. In the center of the box, tell the kids 

to write one or two of the spiritual gifts they would like to have (i.e., wisdom, knowledge, faith, 

healing, miracles, prophesy, discernment, tongues, interpretation). In the remaining squares, tell 

them to write or draw how they are going to help others with that gift. Then, help them cut out and 

fold up their box!

  Do you know why these are called gifts? It’s not just because they are given to us by God, but 

also because we are supposed to use them for other people. They are gifts that keep on giving! 

And no one will be left out — God made everyone to have special gifts!

MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce kids to this month’s memory verse, teaching them the signs (a 

combination of SEE and ASL) we’ve provided.
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