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BIG IDEA
Everyone has special gifts.

THE BIBLE
Spiritual Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1-11

 WELCOME TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Christmas Share

	� ACTIVITY | Hot Potato Gift Edition

TEACHING TIME

	� THE BIG IDEA | Everyone has special gifts.

	� VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 1

	� SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

	� ACTIVITY | Gift Exchange

	� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME

	� SNACK | Surf or Turf

	� ACTIVITY | Made with Gifts

	� ACTIVITY | Gifts and More Gifts

	� MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

PLAY TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

	� ACTIVITY | Gift Wrap Snowballs

	� ACTIVITY | Guess the Gift

WEEK 1 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 

get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 

you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY KATHIE PHILLIPS

ACTIVITY | Hot Potato Gift Edition

Prepare a pile of different boxes and have toddlers take turns passing out a box to everyone else. Or 

have them work together to bring the pile of gifts one at a time from one side of the room to where 

the group is sitting.

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

Simplify the list even further for our youngest crowd: helping our friends, praying for others, trusting 

God, telling people about Jesus, understanding a lot of things.

ACTIVITY | Gift Wrap Snowballs

Have a bin filled with paper already crumpled. You can have toddlers throw the paper balls into a 
large box, or you can throw them all up in the air at once and pretend it’s snowing!



UNBOXED | HACKS FOR TODDLERS
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BIG IDEA
Everyone has special gifts.

THE BIBLE
Spiritual Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1-11

WEEK 1 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

ACTIVITY | Christmas Share

  Welcome back! I’m so happy to see you all today!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Talk with your group about what they did during the holiday break. Pass around 

a wrapped present, and the kid who has the present is the one who gets to share. Pass the gift 

around to each kid until everyone has had a turn. Ask them the following questions.

  What did you do during the holiday break?

  What was the best part?

  This month, we’re going to be talking about gifts! By the way, can someone tell me what a gift 

is? That’s right! A gift is something you give to someone or get from someone.

  Over the next few weeks, we’ll talk about some gifts we get from God and other gifts we give to 

others!

ACTIVITY | Hot Potato Gift Edition

  INSTRUCTIONS: Like the game, Hot Potato, we are going to pass around a gift-wrapped box to 

show that sometimes we get a gift and sometimes we give a gift away. Make sure the kids pass 

the gift nicely. Play music as the kids pass the box and stop it occasionally. Whoever is holding the 

box when the music stops is out of the game. Repeat until there is a winner. To take this activity 

to the next level, consider putting little treats or toys in the box. The winner gets to pass it out to 

everyone! Or, each time the music stops, whoever is holding the box gets a gift before they are 

out of the game.
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 # TODDLER HACK: Prepare a pile of different boxes and have toddlers take turns passing 
out a box to everyone else. Or have them work together to bring the pile of gifts one at 

a time from one side of the room to where the group is sitting. 
  There are two ways we use gifts. We can either give them to someone or we can get a gift from 

someone.

  Have you ever given someone a gift?

TEACHING TIME

THE BIG IDEA | Everyone has special gifts.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write each week’s Big Idea on pieces of paper and put them in small boxes, 

labeling them 1 through 5. Then put all the small boxes in a big box that you will use every week 

for this series. Each week, open the big box, take out that week’s numbered box, and share the 

Big Idea with the group.

  Today’s Big Idea is – repeat after me – Everyone has special gifts!

  Let’s find out what kinds of gifts these are!

VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 1

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s preschool teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:1-11

  Did you know God gives us special gifts? These gifts help us do things that God wants us to do. 

So, what are these gifts, anyway? Let’s find out!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell the kids to take turns coming up to the front where a gift box is, reaching 

inside, and taking out one of the paper “gifts.” Tell them to unfold the paper and hand it to you to 

read aloud (you can find the list below). Then, lay the papers down in front of the kids until all the 
gifts have been removed from the box.

 # TODDLER HACK: Simplify the list even further for our youngest crowd: helping our 
friends, praying for others, trusting God, telling people about Jesus, understanding a 

lot of things.

  Being able to give good advice to your friends when they need it.

  Being able to understand hard things.

  Being able to trust God completely.

  Being able to pray for sick people to get well.

  Being able to pray for miracles.

  Being able to tell people about Jesus.

  Being able to know what’s right and what’s wrong

  Being able to speak different languages.

  Being able to understand different languages.

  Those are a lot of gifts! They are all special, and they are all from God!
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ACTIVITY | Gift Exchange

  How many of you like getting gifts? I like getting gifts, too! We get gifts for certain holidays, 

birthdays, and other special days.

  Why do people give us gifts? Many times, people give us gifts because they love us. God loves 

us so much, God gives us special gifts to share with the world! Let’s play a game and I’ll show 

you what I mean.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into pairs. Tell them to sit on the floor, crisscross applesauce, in 

front of each other. Provide each pair a small, rubber ball. Share how God gives us special gifts 

and tell one kid to roll the ball to their partner. Then, share how God’s special gifts can be shared 

with others. Tell the kid with the ball to roll it back to their partner. Explain how God’s gifts are 

given to us so we can share them. Play this game as long as time allows.

PRAYER

  Dear God, We are so happy You gave us special gifts. We can’t wait to see how You will help us 

use our gifts as we grow up. Thank You for being the best gift giver.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Surf or Turf

  INSTRUCTIONS: Fill a clear container with gummy worms and set aside Goldfish crackers in 
paper cups. Ask the kids if they had to choose between a surf snack (Goldfish) or a turf snack 
(gummy worms), what would they choose?. Then give out a few of each to the kids and discuss 
while they enjoy their snack.

  Which of these snacks do you think is healthier?

  If you asked your parents to give you only gummy worms for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, 

what do you think they would say?

  Do you think God gives us good gifts or bad gifts?

  God gives us only good gifts because God knows what’s best for us!

ACTIVITY | Made with Gifts

  INSTRUCTIONS: Get sticky notes in assorted colors and give a few of each color to each kid. 

Then when you say go, have kids go around and put sticky notes on each of their friends!

  Look around! Is there anyone who doesn’t have a sticky note on them? No! Just like how everyone 

has special gifts from God!

ACTIVITY | Gifts and More Gifts

  INSTRUCTIONS: Get a set of nesting boxes (like these) and take them all out. See how quickly 
the kids can take all the boxes out, and put them back inside. You can also have build a tower with 

the boxes!

  Wasn’t it neat how there were so many more boxes inside the first big box? God never runs out 
of good gifts to give us! 
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  What are some things you are able to do for your friends or family? Helping others is a gift 

God gives us, too!

MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask kids for suggestions of their favorite (movie) characters. See if you can 
read the verse like some of those characters, by imitating an accent or tone of voice. Have the kids 

try to mimic your voice acting for added fun!

PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a coloring page along with crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 

Remind them of today’s story, memory verse, and Big Idea as they color!

ACTIVITY | Gift Wrap Snowballs

  INSTRUCTIONS: Provide inexpensive gift wrapping paper and help kids make “snowballs” by 

crumpling up pieces of wrapping paper. Once you have made a bunch, have kids engage in a safe 

wrapping paper “snowball” fight! For added fun, provide some large cardboard boxes kids can use 
as forts to hide behind.

 # TODDLER HACK: Have a bin filled with paper already crumpled. You can have toddlers 
throw the paper balls into a large box, or you can throw them all up in the air at once 

and pretend it’s snowing!

ACTIVITY | Guess the Gift

  INSTRUCTIONS: Set out six brown paper lunch bags with a small toy or trinket in each bag. 

Encourage the kids to come up to the front, stick their hands in the bag, and guess what’s inside. 

Alternatively, give each kid a paper bag, and have them put a toy or doll in their bags and you can 

try to guess what’s inside.

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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