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BIG IDEA
God uses my gifts to  

help others.

THE BIBLE
The Body of Christ: I Corinthians 12:12-31;  

(Romans 12:6-8)

WEEK 2 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE

LARGE GROUP TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Human Lego™ Set

	� ACTIVITY | The Big Picture

	� QUESTION | Who Has Ever Been Part of a 

Team?

	� THE BIG IDEA | God uses my gifts to help 

others.

	� VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 2

	� SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:12-31

	� OBJECT LESSON | Potato Heads

	� ACTIVITY | The Eye and The Hand

	� SCRIPTURE | Romans 12:6-8

	� RESPONSE | Re-Gift List

	� REFLECTION | Sketch a Scene

	� PRAYER

	� MEMORY VERSE | Teamwork

SMALL GROUP TIME

	� DISCUSSION

  How are we connected as one body?

  What are some of the gifts, or roles, God 

gives us in this week’s story?

  What is the most important part of the body 

of Jesus? (Trick question!)

  Read 1 Corinthians 12:25-26. In your own 

words, what does this Bible verse mean?

  Why do you think it’s important for us to get 

together like we do at church?

  Can any part of the body work by itself 

without being connected to the rest of the 

body?

  How will you use your gifts to help others 

this week?

	� ACTIVITY | Picasso Art

	� MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 2 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 

to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 

more engaged.

BY ASHLEY SIDER

ACTIVITY | The Big Picture

Try to have preteens complete this activity with their puzzle pieces facing down (without an image 

showing)!

QUESTION | Who Has Ever Been Part of a Team?

Ask preteens to pretend they can create any team they want. What kind of team is it? Then give them 

a large poster and have them design their team uniform/jersey.

RESPONSE | Re-Gift List

See if you can go around and have preteens share 1-2 things that they see someone else in the 

group being gifted with.

REFLECTION | Sketch a Scene

Have students pair into groups of 2-3 and have them sketch out a scene together where they are 

combining each of their unique gifts. Encourage them to share a scenario where God might use all 

of their gifts together!
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 

Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon, Lauren Wierzba.

TEACHING VIDEOS: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn Lindsey, Linda 

Moon, Jared Callahan.

PRETEEN HACKS: Ashley Sider.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Sue Spiesz.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 

Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 

Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ASHLEY 

SIDER
 

   kinfolkcompany.com

   facebook.com/ashley.sider91

   instagram.com/ashley_sider

Ashley works at Messiah College as the Assistant 

Director of Alumni and Parent Relations and serves 

her church by teaching Elementary Sunday School. 

Before her current role, she worked in Youth Ministry 

for several years, first as a volunteer, then assistant, 
and then director. She's also done some guest 

teaching in other churches and loves it!

When she was in middle/high school, her faith was 

deeply impacted by a short-term missions trip, which 

led her to go to college to learn more about cross-

cultural ministry and the importance of learning 

about global differences. One of her favorite things 

to do is to create trainings for other groups going on 

missions trips to help prepare them for their journey. 

She is an energetic, hardworking, easily excitable 

gal who was made to help inspire others. (Read: 

INTJ, Enneagram 3, and StrengthFinders Future/ 

Strategic/Learner through and through.) Though she 

spends most of her free time reading, writing, and 

taking photos, she loves an unscheduled weekend at 

home, spending time outside and hanging with her 

husband and daughter in Pennsylvania.

If you'd like to chat further about the enneagram, 

using social media for your ministry, or picking a 

paint color for your front door, reach out! She would 

love to connect with you!



Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2020 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

WEEK 2 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                
    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 

needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 

your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY SUE SPIESZ

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:12-31

Many children with special needs are tactile and visual learners. They struggle with listening for 

long periods of time, without being distracted and losing focus. Give the child a picture of a person 

with removable Velcro body parts to hold and manipulate during the Bible Story. You can also have 

a larger version of this to display for all of the children as you are telling the story.

ACTIVITY | The Eye and The Hand

Pair up the kids. One will be “the hand” and has to Pair the kid with special needs up with an adult, 

or a peer who can support them during this activity. The kid with special needs should play the part 

of the Hand in case they have trouble reading the words in the Bible.

RESPONSE | Re-Gift List

First, give the kids some examples of gifts that they could have, and help them choose some that fit 
their character. Secondly, help them write the gifts on the paper given to them. If they would like to 

illustrate one of his gifts, offer support in this area.

REFLECTION | Sketch a Scene

Modeling is a powerful instructional tool for all kids, especially those with special needs. Give a 

specific time when someone else helped you in your own life. Have a picture already drawn as a 
worked example for the kids to see so that they will know what your expectation is, and can refer to 

it throughout the activity. Your sample picture should be clear and simple.
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 

Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon, Lauren Wierzba.

TEACHING VIDEOS: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn Lindsey, Linda 

Moon, Jared Callahan.

PRETEEN HACKS: Ashley Sider.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Sue Spiesz.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 

Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 

Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

SUE 
SPIESZ

 

 

   facebook.com/SueBergstromSpiesz

   instagram.com/SueSpiesz

I began a special needs ministry at my own church 

16 years ago, providing a safe, loving, and nurturing 

environment for children with special needs so that 

the families could worship in an adult environment 

without worrying about their child. I am currently 

serving in a non-for-profit ministry that partners 
with local churches in helping them welcome 

families impacted by disabilities, and provide 

accommodations for their children with special 

needs. I absolutely love writing special needs hacks 

for the GROW curriculum, as this has been my 

passion for decades!

For my career, I am a special education teacher for 

little ones all the way through high school. I give in-

home and hospital instruction to children who have 

special needs, and/or health related issues. I also 

teach in the Exceptional Education Department at 

a local state college, graduate and undergraduate 

courses.

I have been so blessed with 4 amazing children, 

ages 12-27. My kids all love the Lord and serve Him 

in many capacities. My children have been involved 

with special needs since the time of their birth, from 

serving in the ministry, or being a special “buddy” on 

outings, to hosting numerous special needs picnics 

at their home. 

When I am not busy in ministry, at work, or raising 

children, I enjoy spending my time OUTDOORS! 
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BIG IDEA
God uses my gifts to  

help others.

THE BIBLE
The Body of Christ: I Corinthians 12:12-31;  

(Romans 12:6-8)

WEEK 2 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Human Lego™ Set

  Welcome back! Last week, we learned about some of the gifts God has given us. Today, we’ll 

discover why God gave us these gifts. Our gifts are for helping others. Our gifts make us all part 

of one big team, like one body.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Group the kids into teams of three to five, or one big group works, too. Fill a box 
with pieces of paper with animal names written on them. Tell one person from each team to pull a 
name out of the box. They should share the animal name only with their own team. Give the teams 
one minute to work together to represent that animal, using their bodies. One person can be the 
head, two can be a leg or wing, one can be the tail, etc. Tell the teams to take turns presenting their 
animal to everyone and see if anyone can guess what animal they were representing.

  Does anyone like getting gifts that you put together, like Legos? They’re fun to build, as long as 

you aren’t missing any pieces! Every piece is important, right?

  Just like our activity today, sometimes our gifts work better together to help other people!

ACTIVITY | The Big Picture

  INSTRUCTIONS: Split the kids into two or more teams and tell each team to line up. Each team 
will need one, simple puzzle. Take the puzzle pieces out of the box and distribute them randomly 
to each member of the team. Team members can have more than one piece, so keep passing out 
pieces until you run out. Line the teams up at a start line some distance away from the assembly 
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area. When you say, “Go,” the first person from the team will run over and lay down one puzzle 
piece. Do your best to guess where it goes! Then, that person goes to the back of line. The next 
person goes up and places one piece. You’re allowed to move any of the pieces that were put 
there by someone before you. This is a team effort! Whichever team completes their puzzle first 
wins.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Try to have preteens complete this activity with their puzzle pieces 
facing down (without an image showing)!

  Great job, everyone! Each of you used what you had to help make the big picture!

QUESTION | Who Has Ever Been Part of a Team?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Call on kids who raise their hands and ask the following questions.
 # PRETEEN HACK: Ask preteens to pretend they can create any team they want. What 

kind of team is it? Then give them a large poster and have them design their team 
uniform/jersey. 

  What kind of team have you been on?

  What position or role were you in?

  Did everyone on the team do the exact same thing? What if you had a sports team where 

everyone played the same position? Or if everyone was captain? Would that team be any 

good?

  Everyone on a team does their part. When the team wins, everyone on the team wins!

THE BIG IDEA | God uses my gifts to help others.

  Remember last week’s Big Idea? Anyone remember why God gives us gifts? That’s right! God 

gives us gifts so we can help other people! That’s this week’s Big Idea: God uses my gifts to help 

others!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Unbox this week’s box with the Big Idea. Then try reinforcing the Big Idea using 
these hand motions: Use the “up, in, out” gesture to emphasize that God (both arms up) uses my 
(curl arms inward, hands pointing toward your heart) gifts to help others (stretch your arms out to 
the sides). Or, show everyone the Big Idea in American Sign Language: God / Uses / My / Gifts / 

To Help / Others (People).

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 2

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | I Corinthians 12:12-31

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read the passage with your kids. You can further discuss with them what it 
means with something like this:

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:  Many children with special needs are tactile and visual 
learners. They struggle with listening for long periods of time, without being distracted 
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https://www.signasl.org/sign/god
https://www.signasl.org/sign/use
https://www.signasl.org/sign/my
https://www.signasl.org/sign/gifts
https://www.signasl.org/sign/help
https://www.signasl.org/sign/people
http://


UNBOXED | ELEMENTARY — WEEK 2 LESSON GUIDE        

Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2020 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

and losing focus. Give the child a picture of a person with removable Velcro body parts 
to hold and manipulate during the Bible Story. You can also have a larger version of this 
to display for all of the children as you are telling the story.

  Back when the church just started, right after Jesus went to heaven, some people were fighting 
over who was better — or whose gifts were better. But God doesn’t want us to compare gifts. 

God gave us all different gifts so that we could work together to help others.

  To help us understand, the Bible tells us to look at our own body. We are each made out of 

many parts. Arms and legs, heart, brain, stomach. But all of these parts are still part of one 

body. That’s how it is with Jesus. We are all different parts of one body, the “body of Christ.”

  Now, imagine that your whole body was just one big eyeball? How would you hear? How would 

you smell things? God put every part of our bodies exactly where they should be, and God puts 

all of us where we should be. And every part matters!

  Just like all your body parts need each other, we all need each other, too. God made us all with 

gifts. Why does God give us gifts? That’s right! So we can help other people!

OBJECT LESSON | Potato Heads

  INSTRUCTIONS: Take the Mr. or Mrs. Potato Head out of the box. Put the arms, feet, and eyes 
where they are supposed to go, but begin rummaging through the box to find the ears. The only 
thing you find is an extra set of eyes.

  Oh, no! I don’t see any ears in here. All I got were a bunch of eyeballs! Let’s see if the eyes work 

for the ears.

  But wait, if I put the eyes in the ear spot, then how will our friend hear?

  That was a silly example, but God created the body with different parts for a reason. You can’t 

have a body made up of all eyes, or all hands, or all ears. You need different body parts that go 

together.

  The church is like a body. Sometimes, the church is called the body of Jesus! Jesus is the head, 

and each of us is a different part. It’s meant for us to work together and help each other out.

ACTIVITY | The Eye and The Hand

  INSTRUCTIONS: Pair up the kids. One will be “the hand” and has to keep their eyes covered. 
The other will be “the eye” and cannot use their hands, keeping them behind their back. The goal 
is to open the Bible to 1 Corinthians 12 and have “the hand” point at verse 12. “The eye” can tell 
“the hand” to keep turning pages, but “the eye” cannot touch anything. “The hand” can listen for 
instructions from “the eye” and turn pages, but “the hand” cannot look to see where they are in the 
Bible. If “the eye” doesn’t know where 1 Corinthians 12 is, that person can first check the table of 
contents for the page number.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:  Pair the kid with special needs up with an adult, or a peer 
who can support them during this activity. The kid with special needs should play the 
part of the Hand in case they have trouble reading the words in the Bible.

  You did it. . .together! You used your gift, or your special ability, to help the other person. Could 

either of you have done this without the other person?

  We all need each other, and God uses our gifts to help others!

3
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SCRIPTURE | Romans 12:6-8

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read the passage to the kids or ask a kid to volunteer to read it.
  The Bible says that each of us have gifts from God, like we talked about last week, too! But it’s 

not just for us to keep to ourselves.

  When someone gives you a gift, what is the first thing you usually do? You open it! You have 

to take the gift out of the box and use it. . . otherwise the gift has no purpose!

  When we get gifts from God, we can’t just put them away like gifts that we never take out of the 

box. We need to unbox our gifts and use them to help others. God uses our gifts to help others!

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

RESPONSE | Re-Gift List

  I know we just had the holiday season a few weeks ago, but it’s time to make another gift list! 

This time, though, we’re making a list of gifts you have to give others.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell the kids to write out the gifts they have that they can use to help others. 
Instruct them to draw pictures of how they will use their gifts.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:  First, give the kids some examples of gifts that they could 
have, and help them choose some that fit their character. Secondly, help them write 
the gifts on the paper given to them. If they would like to illustrate one of his gifts, offer 
support in this area.

 # PRETEEN HACK: See if you can go around and have preteens share 1-2 things that 
they see someone else in the group being gifted with.

  What gifts, or special abilities, do you think God gave you? Do you help your friends with 

homework? Cheer them up when they’re feeling sad? Do you tell others Jesus loves them? Do 

you give generously? Do you pray for people?

REFLECTION | Sketch a Scene

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a picture frame printable. Encourage the kids to think about a 
time when someone else helped them. Maybe it was their mom or dad, a brother or sister, a friend, 
or a teacher. Tell them to draw a picture to show how someone else helped them.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:  Modeling is a powerful instructional tool for all kids, especially 
those with special needs. Give a specific time when someone else helped you in your 
own life. Have a picture already drawn as a worked example for the kids to see so that 
they will know what your expectation is, and can refer to it throughout the activity. Your 
sample picture should be clear and simple. 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Have students pair into groups of 2-3 and have them sketch out a 
scene together where they are combining each of their unique gifts. Encourage them 
to share a scenario where God might use all of their gifts together!

  God uses our gifts to help others, and God also uses other people’s gifts to help us.

  Remember how we are all parts of the same body? We all need each other. God designed us to 

work together and help each other out.
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PRAYER

  God, thank You again for the amazing gifts You have given us. We love getting gifts, but it is so 

fun to be able to give gifts to our friends, too! Help us to use our gifts and for us to be able to see 

who needs our gifts. Thank You for all the people who have helped me with their gifts and thank 

You for the gift of Jesus!

MEMORY VERSE | Teamwork

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the group into teams with about 3-4 people. Tell each team a few words 
of the memory verse and have them work together to memorize it. Then once each team has their 
phrases down, have each team chant their phrase in the order of the memory verse out loud!

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  How are we connected as one body?

  What are some of the gifts, or roles, God gives us in this week’s story?

  What is the most important part of the body of Jesus? (Trick question!)

  Read 1 Corinthians 12:25-26. In your own words, what does this Bible verse mean?

  Why do you think it’s important for us to get together like we do at church?

  Can any part of the body work by itself without being connected to the rest of the body?

  How will you use your gifts to help others this week?

ACTIVITY | Picasso Art

  Pablo Picasso was given the gift of art! He was an excellent painter, but he was most well known 

for paintings that looked like this. Unusual, right?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid this week’s printable and encourage them to create their own 
Picasso art!

  God made you, gave you all the body parts you have, and put them where they are all on purpose! 

And just like how each of your body parts are important to you, you are important to those 

around you. Because God uses your gifts to help others!

MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce kids to this month’s memory verse, teaching them the signs (a 
combination of SEE and ASL) we’ve provided.
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