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BIG IDEA
We can worship Jesus.

THE BIBLE
The Wise Men and Shepherds: Luke 2:8-20;  

Matthew 2:1-12;

WELCOME TIME

	� ACTIVITY | What is Worship?

	� ACTIVITY | Wonder-full!

TEACHING TIME

	� MUSIC | Celebrate and Worship

	� THE BIG IDEA | We can worship Jesus.

	� VIDEO | Main Event, Episode 3

	� SCRIPTURE | Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12

	� ACTIVITY | Present Pass

	� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME

	� SNACK | Design a Present

	� ACTIVITY | Thank You, Jesus

	� ACTIVITY | Confetti Fun

	� MEMORY VERSE | Luke 1:46-47 (NIV)

PLAY TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

	� ACTIVITY | Musical Worship

	� ACTIVITY | Let’s Celebrate!

WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 3 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 

get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 

you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY LINDA MOON

ACTIVITY | Present Pass

Instead of the relay race type activity, have 1-2 kids at a time try stacking as many boxes as they can. 

They will enjoy stacking them and then knocking them down!

ACTIVITY | Wonder-full!

Put all the confetti in a kiddie pool or similarly large container, and have the toddlers have fun picking 

them up and throwing them in the air. You can also provide typical sand toys like buckets and 

shovels to have them play.



MAIN EVENT | HACKS FOR TODDLERS
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BIG IDEA
We can worship Jesus.

THE BIBLE
The Wise Men and Shepherds: Luke 2:8-20;  

Matthew 2:1-12;

WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

ACTIVITY | What is Worship?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before the kids arrive, place a bin/basket full of musical instruments in the 

room. These instruments can include cymbals, harmonicas, kazoos, tambourines, small drums, 

toy pianos, etc. Allow each kid to pick an instrument and play as loud as they want.

  Today, we are talking all about worship! Can anyone tell me what worship is? It is anything that 

praises or celebrates God! When we worship God, it makes God happy!

  So, sometimes we worship by praying, by being kind to others, by singing and dancing, or by 

listening and obeying our parents and teachers. Today, we are going to worship by making some 

music! Everyone grab an instrument and play as loud as you can!

ACTIVITY | Wonder-full!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before the kids arrive, place one bucket full of gold confetti on one side of the 

room and an empty bucket on the other side of the room. Give each kid a small cup and tell them 

to line up next to the bucket full of confetti. One at a time, tell them to fill up their cup with confetti 
and run it to the empty bucket. Dump the confetti in the empty bucket and run back to the line. 

Continue this until the other bucket is full of confetti.

 # TODDLER HACK: Put all the confetti in a kiddie pool or similarly large container, and 

have the toddlers have fun picking them up and throwing them in the air. You can also 

provide typical sand toys like buckets and shovels to have them play. 
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TEACHING TIME

MUSIC | Celebrate and Worship

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show or play some songs for worship time. Consider including “Oh What A 

Glorious Night” by The Sidewalk Prophets (video).

THE BIG IDEA | We can worship Jesus.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a piece of yellow construction paper and help them roll it into a 

cone shape. Tape the paper so it stays in the cone shape and makes a “trumpet.”

  How any of you have ever played an instrument? Today, we are going to play some of our very 

own instruments. We’re going to make our own trumpets!

  Everyone help me blow on our trumpets! One, two, three, blow!

  Our trumpets remind me of a celebration! We celebrate when we are excited about something 

or when we want to worship!

  Today, our Big Idea is: We can worship Jesus! Let’s all say that together: We can worship Jesus!

VIDEO | Main Event, Episode 3

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s preschool teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12

  INSTRUCTIONS: Place a baby doll wrapped in a blanket inside of a “manger” (like last week) 

at the front of the room. Wrap three boxes to look like presents. Have a few kids pretend to be 

shepherds and other kids pretend to be sheep and follow along! As you tell the story of the wise 

men bringing Jesus gifts, ask three kids to volunteer to take the gifts and walk them over to the 

baby laying in the “manger.”

  Last week, we talked about the amazing birth of Jesus! Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, 

traveled from the city of Nazareth to the town of David, called Bethlehem! There, Jesus was 

placed in a manger, because there were no rooms available for Jesus and his family.

  There were shepherds out in the fields nearby taking care of their sheep. Then, an angel 
appeared to them. They were scared, but the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! I bring you 

good news for everyone! Today, a Savior has been born to you. Here is how you will know I am 

telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Then, a large 
group of angels appeared and started praising God!

  The shepherds couldn’t wait to go see the baby the angel had told them about! They began 

traveling to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph and a baby lying in a manger, just like the 

angel said! After the shepherds saw the baby, they went out and told everyone. All who heard 

the story were amazed.

  Some time later, wise men who came to visit Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. These gifts were 

considered special and important during the time Jesus was born. Just like we get presents 

on our birthdays sometimes, Jesus also got gifts! Everyone who heard of Jesus being born 

wanted to celebrate and worship!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0h-Qjiyc24&list=PLkDSKt6kTKASYO0rksr44zhV9DQ9PhZp5&index=7
jttp://www.growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV3
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ACTIVITY | Present Pass

  We heard about shepherds and wise men who were so excited to celebrate and worship Jesus’ 

birthday, some of them brought Jesus gifts!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before the kids arrive, wrap ten boxes to look like presents. Split the kids into 

two teams and tell them to line up across the room. Place a pile of five presents at one end of 
each line. Tell the kids to pass the presents one at a time as fast as they can down the line. The 

person at the end must stack the presents in a tower. If any of the presents fall, they have to start 

all over again.

 # TODDLER HACK: Have 1-2 kids at a time try stacking as many boxes as they can. They 

will enjoy stacking and knocking them down!

PRAYER

  Dear God, Thank You for everything You’ve done for us. You’ve given us food, clothes, a home, 

and most of all, You gave us Jesus! We worship You, just like the shepherds and wise men did.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Design a Present

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a few graham crackers, some icing, and spoons. Tell them to use 

their icing to try and create a present design on their graham cracker. As the kids eat their snack, 

ask them these review questions:

  Who came to see Jesus after Jesus was born?

  Who did the angels appear to?

  What did the wise men bring Jesus?

ACTIVITY | Thank You, Jesus

  INSTRUCTIONS: Provide paper, stickers, stamps, and coloring supplies for the kids to create cards.

  Let’s make thank you cards for Jesus! I want everyone to think of something you want to thank 

Jesus for. Maybe it is your siblings, your parents, your friends, your pets, how God made you, or 

anything else! Either write or draw what you want to thank Jesus for and decorate your cards!

ACTIVITY | Confetti Fun

  INSTRUCTIONS: Pass out the “Confetti Fun” printable. Once they finish coloring, give them each 
a pieces of confetti to glue onto their page with a glue stick.

MEMORY VERSE | Luke 1:46-47 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write each word of the memory verse on a Christmas ornament (preferably 

inexpensive, shatterproof ones like these), and pass them out to the kids. Let the kids come up in 

order and hang the ornament on a mini Christmas tree, or hang it on a clothesline with clothespins. 

Have kids say each word together. Once all the ornaments are up, say the verse together!
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https://amzn.to/35HchPE
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PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a coloring page along with crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 

Remind them of today’s story, memory verse, and Big Idea as they color!

ACTIVITY | Musical Worship

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play a worship song from earlier and bring out the instruments again. Allow the 

kids to play along and worship Jesus!

ACTIVITY | Let’s Celebrate!

  The angels appeared to the shepherds at night time. The wise men followed a star to Bethlehem. 

I wonder what that was like?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before group time, stick glow-in-the-dark stars all around your space, including 

the ceiling. When it’s time for this activity, turn off all the lights, and have kids lie down and look 

up at all the stars. You can choose to give out glow party favors and have a dance party with the 

kids to some upbeat worship songs afterward!

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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https://amzn.to/2RfMmtt

