
Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2019 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

BIG IDEA
God does amazing things!

THE BIBLE
Elijah and the Chariot of Fire: 2 Kings 2;  

(John 14:12)

WEEK 4 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE

LARGE GROUP TIME

	� MUSIC | Worship

	� ACTIVITY | The Most Amazing Thing Ever

	� ACTIVITY | True or False

	� ACTIVITY | Fireworks in a Jar

	� THE BIG IDEA | God does amazing things!

	� VIDEO | Amazed, Episode 4

	� SCRIPTURE | 2 Kings 2

	� OBJECT LESSON | Don’t Put God in a Box

	� OBJECT LESSON | God Delivers

	� SCRIPTURE | John 14:12

	� PRAYER

	� ACTIVITY | Ping-Pong Delivery

	� ACTIVITY | Deliver Elijah

	� MEMORY VERSE | Megaphone

SMALL GROUP TIME

	� DISCUSSION

  Where did God take Elijah?

  What did Elijah use to split the water at the 

Jordan River?

  How did God take Elijah to heaven?

  Read 2 Kings 2:11. How can you help 

others to meet Jesus so they, too, can go 

to heaven?

  How can you deliver God’s message in your 

school?

  What are some other amazing stories from 

the Bible you can share with others?

  What are some ways you can show others 

God is amazing?

	� ACTIVITY | Story Cards

	� MEMORY VERSE | Deuteronomy 7:21 (NIV)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 

to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 

more engaged.

BY HEATHER HENDERSON

ACTIVITY | The Most Amazing Thing Ever

You can have kids look up amazing world records or accomplishments (e.g., most free throws in 

a minute, largest painting ever painted, and more). Give them access to the internet or fact books. 

Then have them ask each other, “If you could break a world record, what would it be for?”

OBJECT LESSON | God Delivers

If you have internet access in your space, go to Amazon.com and have kids take turns yelling out 

things to search for. Make sure you add it to the cart and go to checkout (without actually placing 

the order) so they can see how much it costs when you add in tax and shipping! (If you are a Prime 

member, make sure you log out so you can see regular shipping costs)

http://www.amazon.com
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 
Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon, Kellee Gentry.

TEACHING VIDEOS: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn Lindsey, Linda 
Moon, Jared Callahan.

PRETEEN HACKS: Heather Henderson.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Eugenia Lee.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 
Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 
Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

HEATHER 
HENDERSON

 

   heathermhenderson.com

   facebook.com/heathermhenderson20

   instagram.com/heathermhenderson

   twitter.com/hmh20

Heather is currently a self-employed writer, speaker, 

coach, and ministry partner. In addition to writing 

this awesome series, she writes for several other 

publications regularly. She is also on the teaching 

rotation at a couple of churches in the Washington, 

D.C. metro region. She is on the board of directors 

for a foster home in Mexico and also for a youth 

conference held in the Mid-Atlantic region each year.

Heather is a former youth pastor and associate 

pastor at a large and culturally and racially diverse 

church in Maryland. She has coached and led tons 

of volunteers and paid ministry staff over the years, 

and she is passionate about helping churches tell 

people the good news of Jesus. She is also a strong 

advocate of women in vocational ministry and 

leads electives and workshops for women and girls 

and their advocates any chance she gets! Heather 

is married to her technology genius husband, and 

they have three kids, aged 10, 5, and 3. They live in 

the Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C. with their 

dog June and their fish Pepperoni.

If you’d like to chat with Heather about church 

leadership, about women in vocational ministry, or 

about how to make the perfect apple pie, reach out. 

She would love to connect with you!
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                
    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 

needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 

your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY EUGENIA LEE

ACTIVITY | Fireworks in a Jar

When I worked in a special needs preschool, I always had this sensory visual toy handy. This works 

wonders to calm students when they’re anxious, overwhelmed, and/or fidgety. I would keep this 
“fireworks” jar for classroom use, with the lid tightly glued on. Other sensory toys that you may 
want to keep in your church classroom are Rubik’s cube, squishy toys, stress balls, pom poms, soft 

blankets or soft stuffed animals, bean bag chair, trampolines, a weighted vest or blanket, pin art 

board, a small tent or fort (or you can make one using a large cardboard box) and so on. Don’t go 

out and buy all these things at once. Know your students and get only what you need.

PRAYER

Pray with your students with special needs with focused 1:1 interaction. Thank God for the students 

and how they make our church more fun and exciting, how they make us look forward to each 

Sunday. God is doing amazing things through them and thank God for all the amazing things that 

God is doing for them. Be specific and point out the things you see in their lives.

You can make prayer time each week to model the way they can connect with God. Be specific 
and point out the things that you see God in their lives. If you see any difference in the way they 

participate, praise God and thank God for helping them be a part of our church. Share with parents 

at pick up what you prayed for and encourage them too.
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ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 
Lindsey, Amber Stephens, Linda Moon. 

TEACHING VIDEOS: Stephanie Whitacre, Elle Campbell.

PRETEEN HACKS: Heather Henderson.

SPECIAL NEEDS HACKS: Eugenia Lee.

MEMORY VERSE SIGN LANGUAGE: Sunny Brown.

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Josh Gosney, Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, 
Stephen Switzer, Ali Anne, Eddie Irvin, Ari Raines, Kellee 
Gentry, Tim Synan, Josh McLemore, Amber Gaddis.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

EUGENIA 
LEE

   SPEDeugenia@gmail.com

   facebook.com/SPEDeugenia

   instagram.com/SPEDeugenia

Eugenia Lee currently serves as a volunteer leader at 

Newsong Church in Santa Ana, CA. Having children 

of her own with special needs, she started leading a 

support group of parents with special needs children 

and collaborating with children’s ministry. In time, 

she learned that she loved working with children 

with special needs and realized it was her calling. 

She has worked on accommodating and modifying 

curriculum for students with different needs as 

well as training 1:1 buddies for many years. Helping 

children with special needs gave her so much joy 

that she decided to pursue a teaching career in 

special education. In a few short weeks, she will be 

ready to have her own classroom at a public school! 

She is also working on a volunteer training manual 

specifically geared toward layperson volunteers 
working with children with disabilities in any setting. 

Eugenia and her husband live in Orange county, 

CA with their four amazing children. Home is her 

favorite place on earth: spending time with her 

family, cooking up some BBQ, and sharing good 

conversation with close friends. 

If you have any questions about curriculum 

accommodations and modifications, engaging 
with parents of special needs children, training 

volunteers, and so on, feel free to get in contact with 

her via email, Instagram, or Facebook!
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BIG IDEA
God does amazing things!

THE BIBLE
Elijah and the Chariot of Fire: 2 Kings 2;  

(John 14:12)

WEEK 4 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship

  INSTRUCTIONS: Spend some time in worship with your kids with songs like “This is Amazing 

Grace” by Bethel Music Kids and “Amazing” by Shout Praises Kids. 

ACTIVITY | The Most Amazing Thing Ever

  We’ve been talking about the amazing things God has done.

  Today, I want to know what amazing things you’ve seen God do!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids to choose a partner and spread out throughout your space.

 # PRETEEN HACK:  Or you can have kids look up amazing world records or 
accomplishments (e.g., most free throws in a minute, largest painting ever painted, and 
more). Give them access to the internet or fact books. Then have them ask each other, 
“If you could break a world record, what would it be for?”

  Tell your partner some of the amazing things God has done in your life or in the life of someone 

you know.

  It can be encouraging for us to hear what God has done in the lives of others.

  Today’s story is about one more amazing thing God did for Elijah.

ACTIVITY | True or False

  Tell me if the following is true or false. Stand up if you think it is true, and stay sitting if you think 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBfb4HliG2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBfb4HliG2U
https://youtu.be/dOybDCMaTlk
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it is false.

  God sent ten plagues to Egypt. (True)

  Jesus fed 5,000 people with just five loaves of bread and two fish. (True)

  God helped Moses to split the Red Sea to help the Israelites get across. (True)

  Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. (True)

  The walls of Jericho fell after the Israelites marched around the city. (True)

  Those are just a few of the amazing things God has done. Today, we’ll hear about another.

ACTIVITY | Fireworks in a Jar

  INSTRUCTIONS: In a bowl, pour two to three tablespoons of cooking oil. Add three to five drops 
of each watercolor paint color. Use a spoon to stir the paint into the oil. The two will not mix, but 

stirring will help to break the paint apart. Then, carefully pour the oil into a jar of water. The oil will 

settle at the top of the jar after a minute. The watercolors, however, will actually begin to shoot 
down, slowly mixing into the water to create a “fireworks” effect! The watercolors will continue to 
shoot down like fireworks until all of the paint has fallen from the oil.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: This works wonders to calm students when they’re anxious, 
overwhelmed, and/or fidgety. Encourage students to keep the jar with them, making 
sure you secure the lid tightly.

  Now, we couldn’t use real fire like in our story, but this is pretty amazing, too!

THE BIG IDEA | God does amazing things!

  INSTRUCTIONS: The Big Idea can be presented with these hand motions:

  God [Raise both of your arms, making a V shape.]

  does amazing things [Open your hands and make a big circle with spirit fingers.]

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Amazed, Episode 4

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | 2 Kings 2

  So, far, we have been hearing about all the amazing things God did through the prophet, Elijah. 

God helped him to bring a young boy back to life. He won a challenge against the prophets of 

Baal, the false god. When Elijah grew so tired and felt so alone that he wanted to give up and 

end it all, God spoke to him in a whisper on the mountain. And what comes next is amazing, 

too.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Retell the story from 2 Kings 2, and read from the Bible when prompted.

  God was going to take Elijah up to heaven. But who would carry on the work Elijah was doing? 

God told Elijah that he was to train Elisha to be the next prophet.

  Let’s read 2 Kings 2:8-10. Elisha wanted to do things for God just like Elijah!

  As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot and horses of fire appeared 
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http://growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3
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and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this, 

cried out, and didn’t see Elijah anymore.

  Did Elisha get what he asked for? Let’s see in 2 Kings 2:13-14. Yes! Elisha inherited the blessings 

of Elijah and God did some amazing things through Elisha after Elijah was taken to heaven.

  Wow! God did some amazing things with Elijah, especially with that final amazing feat when 
Elijah was taken to heaven. And God planned to do more amazing things though Elisha. Isn’t 

that AMAZING?!

OBJECT LESSON | Don’t Put God in a Box

  INSTRUCTIONS: Label a small box with “GOD” written in all caps. Then, crush the box at the end.

  Boxes are for storing things. What do you put in a box?

  Do you put God in a box? Putting God in a box means you’re limiting what God can do... you may 

think God can’t heal this person, or change this person, or not be able to provide for you. Often, 

we put God “in a box” because what we want God to do seems too big to actually happen.

  God did amazing things for Elijah. God can also do amazing things in your life. Don’t limit what 

God can do by putting God in a box.

OBJECT LESSON | God Delivers

  How many of you have ever had something delivered to you? What are your favorite things to get 

delivered? Pizza? Packages from Amazon?

  Let me show you some of the most random things you can order on Amazon and have delivered 

to your house.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show images from Amazon of these examples: a beard straightener, kitty potty 

training kit, pizza riding a scooter lunch box. You can also find your own examples.
 # PRETEEN HACK: If you have internet access in your space, go to Amazon.com and 

have kids take turns yelling out things to search for. Make sure you add it to the cart 
and go to checkout (without placing the order) so they can see how much it costs when 

you add in tax and shipping!
  Amazon delivers amazing things. But they’re all things you have to pay for. Even if you’re a Prime 

member.

  But God delivered the most amazing gift to us. And it’s free! No shipping! No tax! Just as God 

delivered Elijah to heaven, when we believe in Jesus, God will give us a way to heaven through 

Jesus.

SCRIPTURE | John 14:12

  Jesus said whoever believes will do the works Jesus has been doing and will do even greater 

things than Jesus.

  God does not just do amazing things in the Bible. God does amazing things right now. God 

performed miracles back then, and God performs them now.

  Just like God took Elijah to heaven, one day, Jesus will come back for us to take us to heaven. 

Now, that is something amazing we can look forward to!
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PRAYER

  Thank You, God, for the life of Elijah. Thank You for the amazing things You did for him and thank 

You for the amazing things you do for me, too. 

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Pray with your students with special needs with focused 1:1 
interaction. Thank God for the students and how they make our church more fun and 

exciting, how they make us look forward to each Sunday. God is doing amazing things 

through them and thank God for all the amazing things that God is doing for them. Be 

specific and point out the things you see in their lives.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

ACTIVITY | Ping-Pong Delivery

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into teams of two or more. Give each team a sentence, such as, 
“God can deliver us from sin.” You can give each team the same sentence or different sentences. 
Write one word of the sentence given per ping-pong ball. Each team must pass each ping-pong 
ball from one player to the next using their own spoon. After the last ping-pong ball is passed, the 
last person will try to unscramble the ping-pong balls and shout out the sentence given to them.

  Just like you had to deliver ping-pong balls to each other by spoon, we must deliver God’s good 

news to others as well so they can know that God does amazing things.

ACTIVITY | Deliver Elijah

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the group into two teams. Choose one kid on each team to be “Elijah.” 
Elijah will be taken to “heaven,” which will be the other side of the room. The rest of the kids will 
be the “chariots of fire,” by lining “Elijah’s” path to heaven while on their hands and knees. When 
“Elijah” steps over them, they will go to the other side to create more steps for “Elijah” to step on. 
The first team to get “Elijah” to the other side wins.

MEMORY VERSE | Megaphone

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell the kids to shout or sing the memory verse. Make a megaphone with paper 
to shout out the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  Where did God take Elijah?

  What did Elijah use to split the water at the Jordan River?

  How did God take Elijah to heaven?

  Read 2 Kings 2:11. How can you help others to meet Jesus so they, too, can go to heaven?

  How can you deliver God’s message in your school?

  What are some other amazing stories from the Bible you can share with others?

4
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  What are some ways you can show others God is amazing?

ACTIVITY | Story Cards

  INSTRUCTIONS: Provide a copy of this week’s printable for each kid. Have them cut out each 
card and bind it together using a stapler. Have them pair up and take turns retelling today’s Bible 
story using the pictures.

MEMORY VERSE | Deuteronomy 7:21 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce kids to this month’s memory verse, teaching them the signs (a 
combination of SEE and ASL) we’ve provided.


