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BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

help. 

THE BIBLE
Daniel in the Lions’ Den: Daniel 6

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

WELCOME TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Guess the Zoo Animal

	� ACTIVITY | Lion Print Hop

TEACHING TIME

	� MUSIC | What a Mighty God

	� THE BIG IDEA | God gives extraordinary help.

	� VIDEO | Crossover, Episode 4

	� SCRIPTURE | Daniel 6

	� ACTIVITY| Act it Out

	� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME

	� SNACK | Roarin’ Cookies

	� ACTIVITY | Prayers to God

	� ACTIVITY | Choices, Choices

	� MEMORY VERSE | Daniel, Daniel, Lion

PLAY TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

	� ACTIVITY | Finger Paint Lion

	� ACTIVITY | Lion Masks

WEEK 4 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 

get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 

you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY KATHIE PHILLIPS

ACTIVITY | Guess the Zoo Animal

Set out animal pictures or puzzles and ask the children what sound particular animals make.

ACTIVITY | Lion Print Hop

Call out different animals young children would recognize. Instruct them to jump and say, “Roar” 

when you call out ‘lion’.

ACTIVITY | Lion Masks

Simplify the craft by cutting out the center of the paper plates and allowing the children to use 

orange, yellow and brown crayons to color the rim.



CROSSOVER | HACKS FOR TODDLERS
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BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

help. 

THE BIBLE
Daniel in the Lions’ Den: Daniel 6

WEEK 4 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

ACTIVITY | Guess the Zoo Animal

  Good morning, friends! Today, our Bible story is about a man and an animal that makes a very 

loud sound. This animal also lives at the zoo. Let’s play a game to see how well you know the 

sounds different animals make.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play animal sounds, one at a time, from a sound effect CD (a See ‘n Say or 
another resource that makes animal sounds will also work). Encourage the kids to identify each 
animal they hear.

 # TODDLER HACK: Set out animal pictures or puzzles and ask the children what sound 
particular animals make.

  Today’s Bible story has a lion in it. What sound does a lion make?

ACTIVITY | Lion Print Hop

  INSTRUCTIONS: If doing this activity outside, use sidewalk chalk to draw lion prints in a pattern 
that allows kids to jump from one print to the next. If doing this activity inside, tape the prints from 
the printable securely to the floor in a pattern that allows kids to jump from one print to the next. 
Encourage the kids to take turns jumping from print to print, saying the words of the Big Idea as 
they jump. Give the kids a chance to have multiple turns while they pretend to be a lion, to sneak 
past a sleeping lion, jump, stalk prey, etc.

 # TODDLER HACK: Call out different animals young children would recognize. Instruct 
them to jump and say, “Roar” when you call out ‘ lion’.
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TEACHING TIME

MUSIC | What a Mighty God

  We’re going to warm up today with a worship song some of you might know. It’s about how 

strong God is and how much amazing help God can give us! If you know the words, sing along! 

If not, listen up while you dance!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play “What a Mighty God.”

THE BIG IDEA | God gives extraordinary help.

  Our ordinary, old box is becoming more and more extraordinary, isn’t it? We’ve got the Big Ideas 

from the last weeks and today, we’ll add the final one.
  Who would like to come pull the orange paper out of here today?

  Today’s Big Idea is. . . God gives us extraordinary help.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Add the last Big Idea paper to the outside of the box with glue or tape.

VIDEO | Crossover, Episode 4

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s preschool teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | Daniel 6

  Last week, we heard a story about three friends - Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Do you 

remember what happened to them? (Recap last week’s story.)
  These three friends had a friend named Daniel. Can you say ‘Daniel’? (Encourage the kids to 

repeat after you.) Daniel was a man who obeyed God. Let’s listen to learn a little more about 
Daniel.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the story in a preschool Bible and read it to your preschoolers. We 
recommend The Beginner’s Bible.

  Daniel had a very important job. He was the king’s helper. The king’s other helpers did not like 

Daniel because Daniel loved God a lot.

  What rule did the king’s helpers tell the king to make? The rule was that everyone should pray 
only to the king for 30 days.

  Did Daniel obey that rule? Nope!
  Why not? Daniel loved God and only prayed to God!
  Because Daniel did not obey the king’s rule, he was thrown into a den of lions. I’m sure Daniel 

was afraid because hungry lions are super scary. But while he spent a whole night in the den, 

he continued to pray. God heard his prayers and sent an angel to protect Daniel.

ACTIVITY| Act it Out

  INSTRUCTIONS: Encourage the kids to act out today’s story. Choose one kid to be the king, one 
kid to be Daniel, a few kids to be the king’s other helpers, and a few kids to be lions. Retell today’s 
story with the kids acting it out as you do. You can also provide props for the kids to wear/use.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IijsESdEnZg&t=31s
https://stuffyoucanuse.gathercontent.com/item/growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV3
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PRAYER

  Dear God, thank You for helping us and keeping us safe. Please help us in our times of need.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Roarin’ Cookies

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give every kid a plate with a cookie in the middle. Provide a bowl of pretzel 
sticks or cheese crackers to put around their cookie to make a lion’s mane!

  What job did Daniel have?

  Did the king’s other helpers like Daniel?

  Why didn’t Daniel pray to the king?

  What would happen to people who didn’t pray to the king?

  How did God help Daniel?

ACTIVITY | Prayers to God

  INSTRUCTIONS: Set out banner paper and washable markers. Write ‘Prayers to God’ in the center of 
the paper. Encourage the kids to write or draw a picture of something they’d like to pray to God about.

  God provided help for Daniel when he needed it most. But Daniel made a habit of talking to God 

each and every day. So, when he was in trouble and needed help, Daniel was used to praying and 

talking to God. There are lots and lots of different ways to talk to God. One fun way is to write 

words or draw God a picture of something you’d like to talk to God about. Then, we’ll hang our 

picture as a reminder that God gives extraordinary help.

ACTIVITY | Choices, Choices

  Daniel had a very important choice to make in our Bible story today. He could choose to obey 

the king’s rule to only pray to the king, or he could choose to only pray to God. Let’s see what 

choices you would make!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read the different scenarios below and ask the kids if it’s a good choice or a 
bad choice (you could use the phrases “green choice” and “red choice,” respectively, for more 
positive language.) They can indicate good choices with a thumbs up and bad choices with a 
thumbs down.

  Sharing a toy

  Kicking a friend

  Praying to God

  Cleaning up your toys

  Not following directions
  Disobeying your teacher

  Throwing food

  Speaking kindly

  God wants all of us to make the right choices, just like Daniel. God gives extraordinary help when 
we need it so we can do just that!
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MEMORY VERSE | Daniel, Daniel, Lion

  INSTRUCTIONS: This is a thematic version of “Duck, Duck, Goose.” The kids will sit in a circle 
while the “ it” person gently taps the others on the head, saying either “Daniel” or “Lion.” When the 
“ it” person taps someone “Lion,” the kid who was tapped on the head must jump up and chase the 
other kid around the circle and back to the empty space. After every round, encourage the kids to 
recite the memory verse together!

PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a coloring page along with crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 
Remind them of today’s story, memory verse, and Big Idea as they color!

ACTIVITY | Finger Paint Lion

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a printable of the lion. Encourage the kids to make a mane by 
stamping their thumbprints/fingerprints around the lion’s face, using different colored paints.

ACTIVITY | Lion Masks

  INSTRUCTIONS: Use the printable for kids to create lion masks as reminders that God helped 
keep Daniel safe.

 # TODDLER HACK: Simplify the craft by cutting out the center of the paper plates and 
allowing the children to use orange, yellow and brown crayons to color the rim.

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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