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BIG IDEA
We can care about what 

God cares about.

THE BIBLE
Treasures in Heaven: Matthew 6:19-24

WELCOME TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Treasure See and Sort

	� ACTIVITY | Play-Doh

TEACHING TIME

	� THE BIG IDEA | We can care about what God 

cares about!

	� VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 4

	� SCRIPTURE | Matthew 6:19-24

	� ACTIVITY | My Favorite Thing

	� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME

	� SNACK | Sharing is Caring

	� ACTIVITY | God’s Treasures

	� ACTIVITY | Care Copies

	� MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

PLAY TIME

	� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

	� ACTIVITY | Parachute Fun

	� ACTIVITY | Care Tag

WEEK 4 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 

get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 

you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY KATHIE PHILLIPS

ACTIVITY | Treasure See and Sort

Put a bunch of animal and people toys in a pile (such as Little People figures), and have kids sort the 
animals from the people.

ACTIVITY | My Favorite Thing

Play “I Spy” with the kids by putting together a sensory bin of items that kids can identify, such as 

an artificial flower, a plush animal, play food, people action figures, a mirror. Say, “From all of these 
things, what is your favorite? What do you think is God’s favorite? It’s YOU!” [Show them their face 

in the mirror.]

ACTIVITY | God’s Treasures

Pass out a coin to each kid and say, “God cares about you,” as you do. Have kids put their coins in 

the treasure chest as they say, “God cares about me.”
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BIG IDEA
We can care about what 

God cares about.

THE BIBLE
Treasures in Heaven: Matthew 6:19-24

WEEK 4 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

ACTIVITY | Treasure See and Sort

  Today, we’re learning about gifts that are like treasures to us. The Bible talks about two kinds of 

treasures — one kind of treasure can break and one kind of treasure can last forever. But how do 

we figure out the difference between the two? I know! Let’s play a game about sorting!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before the kids arrive, place acrylic gems of two different colors inside of a 

treasure chest. Split the kids into two teams. In each round, one person from each team has ten 

seconds to sort out the gems, placing each type on its own paper plate. Continue rounds until 

everyone on the team has had a chance. Whoever has the most number of items correctly sorted 

out wins!

 # TODDLER HACK: Put a bunch of animal and people toys in a pile (such as Little People 

figures), and have kids sort the animals from the people. 
  Would it be harder to do if you kept your eyes closed? Yes, way harder! Your eyes helped you 

sort these treasures.

ACTIVITY | Play-Doh

  INSTRUCTIONS: Set out Play-Doh and cutters and encourage the kids to make different shapes. 

Talk with the kids about what they are creating.

  I see you made a [name of item]. Do you think God cares about [name of item]? Do you think 

God wants us to care about [name of item], too?

https://amzn.to/2Gkzu00
https://amzn.to/38xqQHq
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TEACHING TIME

THE BIG IDEA | We can care about what God cares about!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Open the big box of Big Ideas and take out this week’s numbered box, and 

share the Big Idea with the group.

  Today’s Big Idea is: We can care about what God cares about.

  Have you ever lost or broken something? Yes, I think we all have before, right? [Share a story 

about a time when you lost or broke something that was dear to you.] Even though it’s important 

to take good care of our things, things don’t last forever. But the things God cares about? They 

DO last forever. Let’s see what might be!

VIDEO | Unboxed, Episode 4

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s preschool teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 6:19-24

  INSTRUCTIONS: Put your Bible inside of a treasure chest without the kids seeing you do so. 

Then read Matthew 6:19-24 for the group.

  Look at the treasure chest. One very important thing we should care about is in this treasure 

chest. Do you want to know what it is? I need one volunteer to come up, close their eyes, and 

reach into the treasure chest and take it out. What is it? It’s a. . . Bible!

  God’s Word, the Bible, is a very special treasure. It’s a special book that tells us all of God’s 

stories and all about God’s love!

  You see, the stuff that we care about – our toys, our games, our clothes, our food – they can 

all one day go missing, get chewed up by little critters, or fall apart. But the things God cares 

about, like loving one another, last forever. Since they’re not stuff, they won’t break or disappear!

  That’s what it means to store your treasure in heaven. It means to care about what God cares 

about!

ACTIVITY | My Favorite Thing

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give the kids two paper plates, one with a happy face written on it and one with a sad 

face written on it. Tell the kids to hold up which feeling they have when you ask the following questions.

 # TODDLER HACK: Play “I Spy” with the kids by putting together a sensory bin of items 
that kids can identify, such as an artificial flower, a plush animal, play food, people 
action figures, a mirror. Say, “From all of these things, what is your favorite? What do 
you think is God’s favorite? It’s YOU!” [Show them their face in the mirror.]

  How many of you have a favorite toy at home? How does it make you feel when you play with 

that toy?

  Imagine if your favorite toy was lost or broken. How would you feel?

  Let’s say you and your friend both want to play with the same toy. Maybe you end up fighting 
over the toy and become very upset. When you care about what God cares about, you can share 

the toy, and let your friend play with it first. God cares more about you than about your toy!
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http://growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV3
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  God cares about forever things and we should, too, because we can care about what God cares about.

PRAYER

  Dear God, thank You for caring more about us than our things. Help us to care about the things 

You care about by focusing on things that last forever.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Sharing is Caring

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have bowls of a variety of snacks, as many as there are kids, if possible. Give 

each kid one type of snack, and put them in charge of passing them out to their friends. Give kids 

disposable gloves, or use individually wrapped snacks.

  Great job sharing with everyone! What do you think God cares about more, your snack or you 

sharing your snack?

ACTIVITY | God’s Treasures

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have kids sit in a circle around a basket or treasure chest. Give each kid a 

handful of gold coins. Tell them to place a coin inside the basket for each answer they give. Feel 

free to prompt them with suggestions.

 # TODDLER HACK: Pass out a coin to each kid and say, “God cares about you,” as you 
do. Have kids put their coins in the treasure chest as they say, “God cares about me.” 

  Today, we heard a story about the things God cares about. Those are things God wants us to 

care about, too.

  What are things you think God cares about?

  What people does God care about?

  We’ve added a lot of gold coins to our treasure chest! That means God cares about a lot of 

things. We can care about what God cares about, too.

ACTIVITY | Care Copies

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have two kids face each other, about a foot apart. Have one kid do an action, 

and have the other kid try to copy it exactly, like they are looking in a mirror. Repeat so every kid 

has a chance to lead and copy.

  Was it fun trying to copy each other? Sometimes it’s not that easy, but when it comes to 

copying God, we need to try our best to do what God does! That way, we can care about all the 

things God cares about!

MEMORY VERSE | I Peter 4:10 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Print the memory verse .jpg file (available in your Programming folder for 
“Unboxed”) so that it takes up a full page. Then cut or tear the memory verse image into 6-8 
rectangular pieces. Then have them work together to put the puzzle together. Once it is complete, 

have them recite the verse together a few times.
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PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a coloring page along with crayons, markers, or colored pencils. 

Remind them of today’s story, memory verse, and Big Idea as they color!

ACTIVITY | Parachute Fun

  INSTRUCTIONS: Toss a few gold coins onto a parachute and instruct the kids to hold the edges 

of the parachute. Lift the parachute and try to keep all the gold coins on the parachute!

ACTIVITY | Care Tag

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play a game of “Tag” where the kid that is “ it” has to say “I care about you!” as 
they tag another kid.

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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