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THE BIG IDEA
When we need help, we can 

ask for God’s guidance.

THE BIBLE
Solomon Becomes King: I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14;  

Ephesians 5:8-17

WEEK 3 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship

  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs you like best, but here are a few 
songs that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required 
to play or perform these songs. For more information, read this!

  “We Are Royals” (North Point InsideOut)
  “Sing from the Rooftops” (Vineyard Kids)
  “Turn It Up” (Planetshakers)
  “Better is One Day” (Shaylee Simeone)
  “Everything I Could Want” (Hillsong Young & Free)

ACTIVITY | Movie Memory

  We are in week three of Famous! Last time, we learned Solomon was chosen to be the next king 
of Israel, and it was going to be a big job! Let’s once again follow the news about the royal family 
to see what exactly the new king felt like he was missing!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write the following movie categories below on index cards – feel free to add your 
own. Divide the groups into two teams, and have them send up one representative at a time. Pick 
a category and read it aloud. Then, set a timer for 90 seconds. Have the players go back and forth 
naming different movies that fit that category (teams can help by shouting out answers) until one team 
can’t think of any more or the timer runs out. Tally how many movies each team got on a board.

http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Prepare a few answer choices for kids to choose from that fit 
into each of the categories called out. If possible, provide a picture of the movie poster 
or an image that is recognizable to that movie.

  Can you remember a movie that . . .
  Has talking animals?
  Has a princess?
  Has singing?
  Has a sequel?
  Has superheroes?
  Is based on a book?

  Was this game easier or more difficult to play with the help of your teammates?

ACTIVITY | King Me!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Set up a giant checkers board (see Shop & Prep List). Divide the kids into two 
teams, with eight to twelve players per team. Have them stand on only the floor spaces on either 
side of the board, not the paper. Begin playing checkers, moving diagonally and forward only. To 
“capture” a piece, have the players leapfrog over the opposing team member. The captured player 
sits out. Any time someone reaches a space in the very last row of the other side, “king” them with 
a crown. If you don’t have enough players for each team, use two different colored paper plates as 
game pieces instead of people.

  Did becoming a “king” give you any special privileges?
  In this game, kings might be able to move forward and backward, but they could get captured 

just like everyone else.
  Today, we’ll talk more about how Solomon had concerns like everyone else, even though he was 

a king!

QUESTION | Job Description

  Let’s pretend all of you are famous actors and actresses who have been hired to be in a big 
movie . . . but that’s all the information you have.

  What are some questions you might ask about your role?
  Before you take on any task, it’s important to know as much as possible about what is expected of 

you. But sometimes, you aren’t given as many details as you’d like, and you have to learn on the job.
  Let’s tune into today’s Bible story to find out what Solomon did when he didn’t know everything 

about how to do his new job well . . . and how God helped him get everything he needed!

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

BIBLE STORY | Solomon Becomes King

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell today’s Bible story from I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 in the form of an internet 
“autocomplete interview” (check out this one for reference). On a piece of foam board, glue the 
printable and cover the bold portions with white painter’s tape. Have a volunteer playing Solomon 
peel off the tape and answer each question according to the script.

https://growcurriculum.org/CheckersBoard
https://youtu.be/XUZUxoUHnu8
https://geni.us/gEek7
https://geni.us/fuCfmlu
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  Hi, everyone! My name is Solomon, and I will be answering the internet’s most commonly 
searched questions about me. Here we go!

  Is ˆ
  Sadly, he is not. My father, King David, died after having been king of Israel for forty years.

  Is Solomon the new king?
  Oh, I guess not everyone knows. Yes, I am! My father named me as the next king 

before he died. I can only hope that I will be as great a king as he was.
  Is Solomon a follower of God?

  I love God with all my heart and my father instructed me to follow God’s commands 
at all times. I will try my best to do that, I promise.

  Is Solomon know what he’s doing?
  Hmm. I’m not sure that question is grammatically correct, but I think I get what 

they’re trying to ask. Um, no. I don’t know what I’m doing, really. One night, God spoke 
to me in a dream and said to me, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” God 
had already given me so much — I was a king! — and the only thing I knew I really 
needed was wisdom. I needed to know how to be a good ruler.

  Is Solomon wise?
  Well, I don’t want to brag . . . but yeah, God came through. God has given me the 

wisdom I asked for and I think I’m quicker to understand things and make decisions 
than most people.

  Is Solomon rich?
  I. Am. So. Rich. It’s crazy! God told me that since I asked for wisdom instead of 

anything else, God would give me the things I didn’t ask for: money and fame. The 
only thing God expects in return is that I obey God! That seems like a no-brainer! Can 
you believe how awesome God is?

  Is Solomon a good dancer?
  I don’t know . . . you tell me! [Gets up and dances.]

BIG IDEA | When we need help, we can ask for God’s guidance.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write the Big Idea and place it inside a gold envelope, sealing it with a gold foil 
seal and red ribbon. Invite a volunteer to present the “award.” Once the Big Idea is read aloud, play 
awards music and encourage the kids to applaud.

  And the winner for today’s Big Idea is . . . When we need help, we can ask for God’s guidance!

VIDEO | Famous, Episode 3

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show this week’s episode of Grow TV.

ACTIVITY | Bible Blockbuster

  In the film industry, a movie that is very popular and makes a lot of money is called a blockbuster.
  Can you think of any movies that might be considered a blockbuster?
  Let’s say today’s Bible story is a blockbuster hit! What would that movie poster or billboard 

look like?

https://geni.us/m2E7y
https://growcurriculum.org/AwardsMusic
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Encourage the kids to work in pairs to create a movie poster or billboard about 
today’s Bible story, or the stories from previous weeks. Remind the kids that these should be bold 
and catchy! Encourage them to come up with their own slogans and all-star casts.

ACTIVITY | Script On-the-Go

  Oh, no! We were supposed to put on a skit for you, but it seems like we misplaced the script! So, 
you are all screenwriters today and we’re going to need your help!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Sometime before this activity, have the kids write down as many different silly, 
random sentences like, “Look at me, ma!” or “That’s my favorite!” Collect all the responses and put 
them in a box. Recruit another leader or two to act out a scene together, letting the kids help you 
choose a scenario. As you act out the scene, each of you should periodically pull out a piece of 
paper from the box and integrate that line into your improvised dialogue.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Encourage preteens to get involved in the acting part with the leaders. 
They could be the ones to say the lines from the slips of paper the group submitted.

  This was a very fun activity and you made us say some funny things . . . but I’m not sure they 
were super helpful to us acting out our scene!

  Whenever we are in need of help, we need to be able to know who is the best source for help. 
Think about Adonijah, for instance. Sure, his friends cheered him on, but they didn’t help him do 
the right thing.

  So, when we need help, we can ask for God’s guidance first. That way, we don’t listen to just 
any old advice from anyone to help us out of our problems . . . we listen to the people who want 
to help us do things the way God wants us to.

BIBLE | Ephesians 5:8-17

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write the words “goodness,” “righteousness,” and “truth” on pieces of paper 
and hide them around the room. Give each kid a flashlight, then turn off all the lights and close 
the blinds or curtains. Instruct the kids to hunt for these words. For large groups, consider hiding 
multiple copies of these words so more kids have opportunities to find them. Once they’re all 
found, turn the lights back on and read Ephesians 5:8-17 together.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Write the words on envelopes and stick a glow stick inside. Instead 
of searching with a flashlight, preteens can search for the glowing envelopes.

  How do you find your way in the dark? You might be able to get around by moving carefully 
and feeling your way around obstacles, but the best way to navigate darkness is to turn on a 
light!

  This passage in Ephesians tells us that we are children of the light because we belong to 
God. That means we don’t need to stumble around in the darkness anymore, getting lost, and 
disobeying God. When we need help, we can ask for God’s guidance, and God is the light who 
guides us in the right direction.

  Let’s look at these words we just found together. What are some examples of goodness, 
righteousness, and truth?



Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2021 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

FAMOUS | ELEMENTARY - WEEK 3 LESSON GUIDE  5

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Famous For: Guiding Us

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into four or five groups and assign each group a stanza of the 
song, “Famous For (I Believe)” by Tauren Wells. Project or print the lyrics for each group. Encourage 
the kids to work together to create motions or a dance to go along with their assigned lyrics, then 
teach it to everyone!

  Great job guiding everyone to learn the dance your group came up with! 
  How did you help each other while doing this activity?
  Who was there to guide you?

  This song is about believing God will help us in any situation because God is famous for things 
like parting the Red Sea and closing the mouths of hungry lions.

  Jesus did amazing miracles like that while on Earth, too, and showed love by helping people. 
Jesus was the kind of leader who not only said wise things, but did them! Jesus was able to do 
that because Jesus talked to God all the time, so Jesus knew what God wanted.

  Whenever we come across any situation that we feel is too difficult for us, we can be like Jesus, 
who stayed in constant communication with God. When we need help, we can ask for God’s 
guidance, and we can do that through prayer!

RESPONSE | Reel It In

  INSTRUCTIONS: Pass out the printable and provide writing and drawing supplies. Glue or tape 
this week’s activity to the reels from last week to continue building the kids’ “response reel.”

  Think about something you know you can’t do on your own. I’m not talking about lifting a car 
or flying to Neptune on a jetpack. I mean things that you know you should do, but you know 
you can’t do it without God’s help. 
Draw a picture of you successfully doing this near-impossible task! Maybe it’s spending more 
time talking with God. Or being kind to someone at school you don’t really get along with. Or 
using respectful words to your family members. Whatever it is, keep in mind that when we 
need help, we can ask for God’s guidance.

MEMORY VERSE | VIP Verse

  INSTRUCTIONS: Print two sets of the printable and put the inserts in badge holders. Divide the 
kids into two teams and give each kid a badge. If you have less than twenty kids per team, give 
the kids more than one badge. When you say, “Action!,” encourage the kids to figure out the order 
of the memory verse. Once they think they have the correct order, have them put all their badges 
around one person (preferably the oldest) so that the last word is on the bottom and the first word 
is on top.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Tape one set of the printable to a board with push pins or 
hooks. Pass out a badge to each kid and have them find the matching word on the 
board and hang their badge on it hook or pin. You could also do this with adhesive 
Velcro.

https://growcurriculum.org/MovieReelImage
https://geni.us/qqdf
https://amzn.to/3iY8Mv4
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PRAYER

  Dear God, there are times when we are too shy or too proud to ask for help. But you remind us 
that it makes you happy when your children reach out to you and ask for help. So, please help us, 
God! Guide us so we can make wise choices, overcome our challenges, and keep making you 
famous by telling everyone about how good you are. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  What did God ask Solomon in the dream?
  Why did Solomon ask for “a discerning heart?”
  How did God respond to Solomon’s request?
  Read Ephesians 5:8-10. How did Solomon’s request demonstrate goodness, righteousness, 

and truth?
  We might not have kingdoms to run, but we still need wisdom like Solomon had. What is one 

thing you need wisdom to do (besides studying)?
  Who are the people in your life who give you guidance?
  How has God given you guidance in the past? Or when is a time you needed God’s guidance 

in the past?

ACTIVITY | Action!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid the two parts of the printable, a piece of black craft paper, a brass 
fastener, and a chalk marker. After they cut out the clapperboard pieces, have the kids glue the 
part with the hinge along the side of the black paper, then fasten the second piece by lining up the 
holes. On the black paper, have the kids draw two horizontal lines to create three rows where they 
can describe three different ways God helps them!

 # PRETEEN HACK: If you are allowed to record kids in your ministry, have leaders record 
a 15-second video (like a social media story reel) of each preteen naming a way God 
helps them. Use a hand-made or prop clapper in between each kid. At the end, everyone 
in the small group can say “action” and watch the reel they just created.

  A movie scene is rarely (if ever) recorded in one take. Because it takes many tries to get it right, 
and you can’t just keep switching the camera on and off, movie people use clappers to indicate 
where a new take of the same scene begins.

  When we need help, we can ask God for guidance, no matter how many times we ask for help. 
God is always ready to spring into action for us . . . whether it’s take one or take 51!

MEMORY VERSE | I Corinthians 10:31 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Practice this month’s memory verse with the signs (a combination of SEE and 
ASL) available in your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/ICorinthians10-31.

  Let’s practice this month’s memory verse together!
  “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

https://geni.us/NV04

