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THE BIG IDEA
When you’re loved by God, 
you don’t need to be liked 

by everyone.

THE BIBLE
The Queen of Sheba Visits: I Kings 10:1-9; 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13

WEEK 5 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship

  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs you like best, but here are a few 
songs that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required 
to play or perform these songs. For more information, read this!

  “We Are Royals” (North Point InsideOut)
  “Sing from the Rooftops” (Vineyard Kids)
  “Turn It Up” (Planetshakers)
  “Better is One Day” (Shaylee Simeone)
  “Everything I Could Want” (Hillsong Young & Free)

ACTIVITY | Who Wore It Best?

  It’s our last week of Famous! It has been so much fun following the stories of the royal family 
of ancient Israel. There’s a rumor going around that a special visitor is coming to visit the royals 
today . . . I wonder who it could be?

  Any time famous people are gathered for an event, the most talked about thing is not the movie 
they just made or the album they just dropped — it’s what they’re wearing!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare two bins filled with costumes and props, like clothing, hats, headpieces, 
accessories, shoes, etc. Make sure to disinfect everything and sanitize in between rounds. Have 
two kids come to the front, and give them sixty seconds to put together an outfit and then pose 
for a photo. Let the kids vote on who they think “wore it best!”
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 # PRETEEN HACK: Instruct the preteens to make a red carpet look out of newspaper and 
dress up one of their friends. Roll out a red carpet (or roll of paper) and snap photos!

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Provide a separate bin for our special needs friends consisting 
of sensory-sensitive items, such as softer fabrics and tag-less costumes.

  How do people judge who wore an outfit best?
  There’s no measurement system for comparing who wore an outfit better. It’s mostly based on 

opinions. And sometimes, we put too much value on people’s opinions, don’t we?

ACTIVITY | Fair-Weather Fans

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the group into two teams and assign each team a color of balloons. Give 
each kid a balloon to blow up (or have balloons inflated beforehand) and a handheld fan. Have 
teams start on opposite ends of the room facing each other. When you signal to start, the entire 
team needs to move their balloons from their side to the other team’s side with only the fan and 
not touching their balloon in any way. For an added challenge, divide the group into four teams, 
one team on each wall.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Use beach balls instead of balloons to accommodate kids 
with noise sensitivity or anxiety around balloons. Instead of paper fans, have them 
pass the beach ball to each other and keep the ball in the air. You could tie it to an 
example of crowd-surfing to maintain the connection to the idea of fans.

  What’s another meaning of the word, “fan?”
  That’s right, a fan is someone who deeply admires another person, group, or team. Fans show 

their support to celebrities by cheering for them, wearing outfits or colors that represent them, 
writing letters to them, and more!

  But did you know that not all fans are loyal? Some fans abandon their favorite stars or athletes 
when they’re no longer as successful or if they make mistakes. We call them “fair-weather fans” 
because they’re fans only when everything is good.

  Today’s Bible story will show us that it might be nice to be admired by a ton of people, but there 
is only one fan we need . . . God!

QUESTION | Acceptance Speech

  If everyone in our group was to receive an award for something, what would it be?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare a toy trophy for each kid and leader. Write or print everyone’s names on 

gold labels and stick them on the base of the trophy. Encourage the kids to work together in groups 
of four or five and have them come up with an award for all the members of another group. You 
can also meet with leaders to come up with an award category for everyone in advance. Let one 
group come to the front at a time and “present” the awards they created. For example, “The award 
for Best Movie Quoter goes to . . . Jayden!” or “This award is for Best Happy Face. And the winner 
is . . . Zoey!” You can also use the nominations from The Nominees Are activity in week four.

 # PRETEEN HACK: In addition to or in place of this activity, give each preteen a fan from 
the previous activity and have them write their names on the inside. Collect them and 
hand them back out, and make sure no one gets a fan with their own name on it. Have 
them think about something complimentary to say about the person whose name is 
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on their fan, stand up to say it, then hand the fan to the person saying, “We are your 
biggest fans!”

  It’s nice to be appreciated or recognized! Let’s see how King Solomon felt when another royal 
dropped by to check out his kingdom when they heard the tales about his wisdom and wealth.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

BIBLE STORY | The Queen of Sheba Visits

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell the Bible story from I Kings 10:1-9 like it’s an interview from the red carpet. 
Run a red carpet down an aisle of chairs, ending with a photo backdrop in the front of the room. Ask 
a volunteer to play the Queen of Sheba and answer questions as they make their way along the red 
carpet while signing autographs and posing for photos with people. Ask a few more volunteers to 
pretend to be paparazzi. Pass out question cards to a few readers and encourage them to shout 
out the questions in any order (the volunteer playing the queen will need to memorize the answers 
in advance!). Instruct the kids without cards to yell things like, “Can I get your autograph?” or “Can 
I get a picture?”

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Bring back the toy cameras from week one for kids to play 
with while the Bible story is being told.

  King Solomon’s palace had a special guest today by a royal we only know as the Queen of 
Sheba. Join me on the red carpet as we ask her what she thought of her visit to this kingdom.

  Your Highness, what made you decide to visit Jerusalem?
  I wanted to come to see for myself if the rumors about King Solomon were true.

  Your Highness, did you bring anyone or anything with you from your kingdom?
  Yes, my people and I came in a caravan of camels, each carrying many different 

kinds of spices, large amounts of gold, and precious jewels.
  Your Highness, what did you talk about with King Solomon?

  I heard all about his famous wisdom, so I decided to ask him the most difficult 
questions I could think of. Questions that the average person would have trouble 
answering.

  Your Highness, how did King Solomon respond to your questions?
  He answered all of them so wisely and easily. It seemed like no question was too 

hard for him. His wisdom really does come from God!
  Your Highness, did you get to see the temple?

  Yes, it was beautiful! Based on how much care the king has put into building it, I can 
tell that he cares more about God than everything he owns . . . and he owns quite a 
lot!

  Your Highness, did the king give you any gifts?
  Oh, yes. He was very generous. Your kingdom has so many riches!

  Your Highness, how has your trip been so far?
  I have enjoyed my trip very much. Your king and your kingdom are most impressive. 

I can see that God loves you all so much to put such a wonderful king on the throne.
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  Your Highness, if you don’t mind my asking, who are you wearing today?
  Oh, my very good friend, [name of any designer you want], made this personally for 

me just for this trip!
  Thank you, everyone. [Move to stand in front of the queen.] Her Highness must be on her way 

now. Thank you all for your questions.

BIG IDEA | When you’re loved by God, you don’t need to be liked by everyone.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Write the Big Idea and place it inside a gold envelope, sealing it with a gold foil 
seal and red ribbon. Invite a volunteer to present the “award.” Once the Big Idea is read aloud, play 
awards music and encourage the kids to applaud.

  And the winner for today’s Big Idea is . . . When you’re loved by God, you don’t need to be liked 
by everyone!

VIDEO | Famous, Episode 5

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show this week’s episode of Grow TV.

ACTIVITY | Solomon: The Sequel

  A lot of movies have prequels or sequels, sometimes both! A prequel tells us about what 
happened before and a sequel tells us what happened after the original story. Can you think of 
any prequels or sequels?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids to come up with a list of as many movies as they can think of that 
has a prequel or a sequel. You can write them on a large piece of butcher paper or on a board. You 
can use the same paper for the next part of the activity.

  The story of King Solomon seems like a perfect one — the prequel, at least. But — spoiler alert! 
— the story of King Solomon doesn’t end here. Even though he started out talking to God all the 
time, he later listened more to the advice of other influences in his life and ended up disobeying 
God many times. The kingdom of Israel was divided in two after Solomon’s reign.

  Even though Solomon’s story came to a not-so-great end, what if we could write an alternate 
ending to his story? What would Solomon: The Sequel look like?

ACTIVITY | Friendship Film

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each group of two or three four sheets of paper and a foam board. Instruct 
them to storyboard their movie idea and glue it in order on the board.

  Your team just got a call from a famous Hollywood producer who wants to make a movie about 
friendship and fame. They called your studio to pitch them a movie idea. So, your team got 
together to create a quick storyboard of what this movie might be about!

  On each of your four sheets of paper, write or draw what will be happening in this part of the 
movie. You will have a chance to tell us about your pitch afterward. 

  Main characters: Who is the hero or heroes in your movie? Who would be your ideal 
actor or actress to play them?

  Setting: Where does your movie take place? We need to know to estimate the budget.
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  Main conflict: What kind of problem is this hero facing? Do they think they are too 
famous for their friends? Do their famous friends leave them behind? Do they work 
for rival companies?

  Resolution: How does the hero work out their conflict? How do they learn that when 
you’re loved by God, you don’t need to be liked by everyone?

BIBLE | Song of Songs 2:8-13

  INSTRUCTIONS: Assign one verse to each of six readers in your group (if non-readers want to 
participate, just have them repeat after you). Set up a stool and a microphone stand in the front — 
bonus points for a stage and spotlight. Have each kid come up in order and read their verse into the 
microphone. After each verse, encourage the kids to either clap their hands or snap their fingers.

  The poem we just read is from the Bible, but it’s actually not about our love for God or about 
God’s love for us . . . it’s about two people who really, really love each other! 

  Song of Songs is pretty much a book of love poems. Some say Solomon might have 
written them, but we can’t know for sure if that’s true.

  The two people in this poem speak to each other with tender words — they can’t wait 
to see each other and are so happy when they are together!

  It’s really rare to see such an epic love like this nowadays. Most of the news we get 
about celebrity couples is that they are no longer a couple.

  And it’s not just with famous people. Sometimes, when we are so concentrated on being 
popular and liked by everyone, we miss out on the real deal. 

  We forget about the family members who love us and cheer us on.
  We forget about our friends, who might not be the coolest, but are always there for 

us and cheer us up.
  Most importantly, we forget about the God who loves us even more deeply than the 

two people in this poem love each other.
  When you’re loved by God, you don’t need to be liked by everyone. I mean, you could be! But 

it doesn’t matter nearly as much as God’s love for you.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Famous For: Loving Us

  For our final “Famous For” activity, let’s pretend that we are one, large group auditioning for a 
talent show!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into four or five groups and assign each group a stanza of the 
song, “Famous For (I Believe),” by Tauren Wells. Print the lyrics for each group. Have them practice 
singing their assigned stanza together. Once rehearsal time is up, have everyone sing their parts 
to an instrumental track (or have your worship team play) when it’s their turn. If they are in the 
same groups as they were in week three, they can do their choreography as they sing!

  If we were really on a talent show, there would be judges with buzzers and critiques telling us 
why they did or did not love our performance.
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  But God doesn’t judge us that way. Even if we messed up our lines or sang off-key, our song is not 
as important to God as we are. God loved us enough to give us Jesus — there’s no better proof!

  That’s why we can say without any hesitation: when you’re loved by God, you don’t need to be 
liked by everyone!

RESPONSE | In Reel Life

  INSTRUCTIONS: Pass out the printable and provide an assortment of stickers, stamps, paint, 
gems, and writing and drawing supplies. Glue or tape this week’s activity to the reels from last week 
to continue building their “response reel.” Let the kids take the reel home after today’s addition.

  When you’re loved by God, you don’t have to be liked by everyone. But knowing God loves 
us doesn’t mean we get to not care what other people think at all. We should always be kind 
and make an effort to demonstrate God’s love in the littlest ways. But we shouldn’t place all the 
importance on other people’s opinions of us.

  Draw a picture of God’s love for you happening in real life.
  Maybe you see it in how a family member or a dear friend cares for you. Maybe you got really 

good news of some sort. Maybe someone offered you forgiveness. It could have even been 
through someone you don’t know very well.

  Take your completed reel home and put it somewhere in your room to remind you of everything 
we’ve been talking about this month!

MEMORY VERSE | That’s a Wrap!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Line up the kids single file. Use a clapboard (or just clap your hands) and say, 
“Take one! Action!” The first kid will say the first word of the memory verse and run to the end of 
the line. The next kid says the second word and runs to the end of the line, and so on. Once you 
get to the end and it’s time to loop back to the beginning, clap the next person in with, “Take two! 
Action!” Continue as many times as you’d like then finish with, “That’s a wrap!”

PRAYER

  Dear God, even though you remind us of your love every day, we still tend to value everyone else’s 
opinion of us too much. Remind us that we should live to please you and not others because you 
have always accepted us exactly as we are. Thank you for so famously loving us. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  Why did the queen of Sheba come to visit Solomon?
  What did she do when she came?
  Was she impressed? How do you know?
  Read I Kings 10:8-9. What did the queen of Sheba say about God’s role in Solomon’s success?
  What do you think is the difference between being liked and being loved?
  Whose opinion (other than God’s) matters the most to you? Why?
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  What does this month’s memory verse, I Corinthians 10:31, say about how we should respond 
to God’s love for us?

ACTIVITY | Starstruck

  INSTRUCTIONS: Instruct the kids to make a large star out of plain scrapbook paper (prepare a 
few star cut-outs from a ready-made kit for the kids to trace). Then, tell them to write their names 
and draw a picture underneath or provide themed stickers for them to attach. Encourage them to 
bedazzle their stars with metallic markers, paint, and glitter. Afterward, have them glue their stars 
onto a piece of black glitter scrapbook paper.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Before they make their stars, invite preteens to share their favorite 
actors and do a quick Google search to see if they have a star on the actual Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. Discuss why having God’s love is even more prestigious than having a 
Walk of Fame star.

  Most famous stars get to have a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. This shows that enough 
people liked them for them to receive this honor.

  But does that mean everyone likes them? Most likely not. It’s impossible for anyone to be liked 
by everyone, even though we might try to be.

  God’s love for us has nothing to do with our popularity or our achievements. However, it has 
everything to do with just how awesome God is. That’s why when you’re loved by God, you 
don’t need to be liked by everyone!

MEMORY VERSE | I Corinthians 10:31 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Practice this month’s memory verse with the signs (a combination of SEE and 
ASL) available in your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/ICorinthians10-31.

  Let’s practice this month’s memory verse together!
  “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
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